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Writing Workshop, 2016
	Convenor/s
	Beverley Lee    (Note:  Carole Marple facilitates group if Bev unavailable). 

	Contact details
	Phone:   5762 8171      Mobile:    0478607838    Email:    bevlee47@gmail.com

	Time/s and place/s
	A formal two hour session is held on the third Monday of the month between 1.30 & 3.30 pm in W4, with an informal meeting at a local café on the first Monday between 2.30 & 3.30 pm. 

	Session 1 – notes for participants
	‘Writing Workshop’ began as ‘Benalla Writers’ in 2015 February with only two participants!  We changed our name to ‘Writing Workshop’ to reflect our inexperience at creative writing and decided to focus on short memoir related stories.  By September, a regular four or five participants were meeting fortnightly instead of monthly.  We had great fun and all ended the year with a portfolio of memoir related stories.  Most of our ‘stories’ are based on ABC Open’s ‘500 word’ topics – topics such as ‘Grandparents’, ‘Lost and Found’, ‘I quit’, ‘A Test of Courage’, ‘A Friendship Tested’, ‘For Better For Worse’ and ‘Cringe’.  We added other topics when we moved to fortnightly meetings – a bedtime story for a child; a stand up comedy set, ‘The Year that Made Me’ and ‘Christmas’.  You can see some of our stories on the website.  …If you are interested in reminiscence based writing, with an occasional change of genre to keep things interesting, we would love you to join us.”
March topic:  ‘Heartbreak’ 

Tell us about your experience of a broken heart.  It could be a light hearted story of a fling or online date gone wrong, or a deeper story of love.  What were you hoping for, and what went wrong?  Was there a positive side to the experience?  What did you learn about yourself?  (Refer to handout for some Do’s and Don’ts)
Or… ‘Easter…’ or a topic from the alternate/writers’ block list of topics.  
Key Resources:
ABC Open – Writing Projects 

U3A Website ‘Writing Workshop’
U3A Website ‘Our Stories’
Also: 

ABC ‘Words Aloud’ episode including Cate Kennedy – hosted by Jennifer Byrne 

More resources will be provided/included on website throughout the year.
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