
Leaving the 

Shore 

 
 

Honouring the Jensen, Watts, Rivett and Mugridge 

ancestors who ‘left the shore’
1
 and began a new life 

in New South Wales between 1790 and 1879. 
 

  

                                                 
1 ‘Man cannot discover new oceans unless he has the courage to lose sight of the shore’ André Paul Guillaume 
Gide  - Nobel Prize in Literature 1947 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The decision to ‘leave the shore’ was not one chosen by the first five of our ancestors. 

Later arrivals would leave home and comfort driven by economic necessity or an 

entrepreneurial spirit. None would return to meet family and friends again. They shared 

a commitment to build a new life in a new land requiring great courage, determination, 

resilience and faith in the future of the country. Some would be more successful than 

others. One would lose his life to an Indigenous warrior2, another to an accidental fall 

down a mineshaft. Some would suffer ‘droughts and flooding rains’ and others catch a 

glimpse of their legacy through large healthy families and growing prosperous 

businesses.  

 

 
 

 

Our ancestors departed3 from England, Scotland, Ireland and Denmark. All travelled via 

sailing ships at significant risk and discomfort. Our first ancestor to arrive, a convict, 

would experience terror and reveal great bravery when the ship on which he was 

travelling hit an iceberg with over two hundred lives lost. Another, a female convict, 

would travel in ‘relative comfort’ arriving in good health and influenced by one of the 

great English reformers of the day. One family would experience a shipwreck and lose 

everything even before leaving the English shoreline while another would experience 

the ‘worst emigrant voyage in the history of assisted emigration to Australia’ and lose 

twin infants before reaching their destination. One man would introduce 

employer/employee management principles way ahead of his time, another would 

travel with his three young daughters after the death of his wife in England, and yet 

another would ‘jump ship’, all to establish a new life in Australia. These are their stories. 

                                                 
2 In recording these stories I wish to acknowledge the original Indigenous inhabitants of the land. My ancestors 
were the ‘invaders’.   
3 All maps have been created using Google maps. 

                    Points of departure 
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I have chosen to write these stories in the first person in order to bring to life their 

experiences. The narratives have been woven around historical facts as they are 

presently known and social conditions as they have been recorded. I have tried to 

avoid placing any interpretation on the facts except where cumulative evidence 

suggests probable conclusions. As more historical records are recovered these stories 

will grow, errors will be corrected and their lives further honoured.  

 

As indicated by this plaque laid in 1948, and through the information accumulated by 

many earlier people, the researching of these stories started long before I had an 

interest in connecting with my ancestors.  

 

 
 

A tablet lain in 1948 recognising the contributions of William Carless and our ancestor, James 

Weavers, located at Kissing Point.4 5 

 

I am particularly grateful to Beverley Bisaro, Carol Churches, John Coates, Janet 

Healey, Vic and Joy Jensen, Judith MacLeod, Jack Mechielsen, Barry Rivett, Joy 

Warland and Lennie Thora Taylor for their contribution through their research. My 

heartfelt thanks also go to Angelika Erpic for her incisive editing and constructive and 

considered critique.                                                      Graham Jensen    November 2014 

                                                 
4 Discovered on a walk along Kissing Point in 2014. 
5 Note how there has been an interesting change of meaning for the word ‘bigoted’ in the last 70 years. 
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Year of 
Arrival 

 

Ancestor Life span  Page 

1790 James William Weavers 1752 - 1805 4 

1790 Mary Ann Hutchinson 1765 - 1850 13 

1818 William Watts 1797 - 1868 20 

1820 James Schofield 1796 - 1855 22 

1825 Janet (Jenet) Angus 1802 - 1848 25 

1828 William Spencer 
Elizabeth Glendenning 
 

1800 - 1855 
1797 - 1874 

32 

1829 William Barley 
Mary Ann Manning 
 

1801 -  1873 
1802 - 1890 

36 

1833 George Henry Barker 1812 - 1891 39 

1834 Mary Ann O’Connel 1822 - 1902 41 

1853 Edward Gribben Wilson 1814 - 1890 45 

1855 
 
Esther Hetta Osborne 
Henry Rivett 
 

1818 – 1899 
1818 - 1876 

47 

1856 Duncan McPhee Bulloch 
Margaret Mitchell 
 

1818 – 1864 
1817 - 1900 

52 

1857 Philip Mugridge 
Isabella Kingwell 

1830 – 1894 
1826 - 1892 

58 

1871 Martin Jensen 1847 - 1917 62 

1879 Robert Bousfield 
Ann Foster 

1835 – 1915 
1832 - 1903 

65 
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James William Weavers  

(1752-1805)                                                                                    

- from  itinerant  farm  labourer   

           to prosperous land owner 

 

As an outline of tents and makeshift 

buildings emerged through the early 

morning mist, I felt numb as I realised 

that we may actually have reached our 

destination – Port Jackson.  Could the 

fears, the despair, the loneliness and 

the deep longings that had been my 

constant companions for the last three 

years, disperse as the fog or would 

they continue to be as constricting as 

the chains of my ongoing 

incarceration? The date was 26 June 

1790. 

 

Earlier, any hopes for a future had been extinguished 

when I came before the court and heard my sentence. I 

was 33 when sentenced at Bury St Edmunds Assizes for 

the burglary of the widow Charlotte Hunt's house at 

Needham Market. Although most convicted would not 

admit their crimes, it is probably correct to assume that 

this was not my first act of burglary as this event was 

carefully planned and targeted. I was not to be a convict 

with whom you might pity for ‘only stealing a loaf of bread’. 

It is also possible to say that this was not the first time I 

had come before the court, given the severity of my 

sentence. I was sentenced to death on 28 March 1785.     

In 1785 the village of Needham Market had 
not fully recovered from the plague that hit 
it in 1663. In order that the plague was not 
spread, the town was chained at either end 
so that people could not leave or enter. 
Two thirds of the population died as a 
result of the disease. Modern Needham 
Market contains two road names that are 
linked to the plague: Chainhouse Road, 
named after the chains that ran across the 
East end of the town; and the Causeway, a 
modern variation of 'the corpseway' so 
called because of the route that plague 
victims were transported out of town for 
interment.    Wikipedia 

 

Needham Market - Suffolk 

 

Bury St Edmunds Assizes had its own infamy being the 
court where ‘witch trials’ were conducted between 1645 and 
1662. In 1645, 18 people were executed in one day. 

 

 
      Needham Market Suffolk 
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My prospects felt no better when my sentence was reprieved to transportation for life.  I 

languished a year in the West Suffolk County gaol: despair was my constant 

companion.   

Initially friends and family visited but as time passed these visits became less frequent 

as the prospect of any life for me in England vanished. By the time I was transferred to 

the hulk HMS Lion moored at Portsmouth, I was very much alone apart from 

friendships I made amidst the squalor and hopelessness around me.  

 

 

On 8 September 1789 I left England aboard the HMS Guardian, a 44 gun naval ship 

which had never seen active service but now had been converted to carry stores and 

convicts. It was captained by Lieutenant Edward Riou with 321 souls on board 

including Midshipman Thomas Pitt, a nephew of the Prime Minister, William Pitt.  Also 

on board were: the Rev John Crowther who was to be the assistant chaplain to the 

colony; Elizabeth Schaeffer, the 12 year old daughter of a Superintendent of Convicts, 

two botanist/gardeners; and 25 ‘specially selected’ convicts, of which I was one. We 

convicts were chosen because of our skills which were considered useful for the 

building of the colony. Mine were agricultural having come from a rural area of England. 

 

After an uneventful voyage south we arrived at Santa Cruz where we remained four 

days, shipping 2000 gallons of wine. On 24 November we anchored in Table Bay in the 

Cape of Good Hope. Having loaded livestock and plants, we resumed our voyage on 

11 December. I adapted well to life on the waves: compared to living on the hulk, the 

fresh sea air was invigorating and my health improved considerably. There were even 

times when I was free from the hated stocks and chains which had been my closest 

companions for the last two and a half years.  

Charles Dickens’ novel, 
‘Great Expectations’ opens 
in 1812 with the escape of 
the convict Abel Magwitch 
from a hulk moored in the 
Thames Estuary. 

Life aboard a hulk 
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The journey continued as before but travelling south-east, the weather became 

significantly colder and on 22 December, when the temperature was 490F, we sighted 

our first iceberg.  As the cattle on board were consuming large amounts of water, 

Captain Riou decided to replenish our supplies by gathering up some of the loose ice 

floating away from the iceberg.  

Our jolly-boat and cutter were launched and began to pick up ice when the fog became 

so thick that the iceberg was lost to us even though it was less than a mile away. The 

captain and crew urgently hoisted the boats, emptied the ice and then tacked in a 

direction they believed was away from the iceberg.  

Two hours later the Guardian struck the iceberg, her bow crashing on to a projecting 

ledge of ice under the water. Attempting to get free, her stern struck violently, severely 

damaging the false and main keels and the sternpost, knocking away the rudder. Water 

at once poured into the ship. Cattle, guns and cargo were jettisoned to lighten the load 

and she remained afloat. During the night the wind strengthened until it was blowing a 

gale. The main topsail and fore topgallant sail were ripped to shreds. When day 

dawned, our ship had six to seven feet of water in her hold and was still afloat but all 

attempts to locate the leak failed. 

 

                                                       Guardian hitting iceberg   

On Christmas Day 1789 five of the small craft were hoisted from the listing Guardian. A 

majority of those on board the ship clambered into the boats. Tragically only one of 

these boats brought their occupants to safety, sighted by a French merchant ship on 3 

January. The rest were never heard of again. 

Guardian after hitting iceberg 
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I was one of 21 convicts amongst the 62 persons left on board the Guardian with 

Captain Riou. In cold, tempestuous weather, our fight to keep the Guardian afloat 

continued. By 7 January the water was above the lower deck and the ship was so deep 

that she scarcely moved through the sea. Miraculously she remained afloat and 

staggered drunkenly across the Indian Ocean making an uncertain path back to the 

coast of Africa where she was sighted on 21 February. Boats came to our assistance 

and we anchored in False Bay on the extreme south west of South Africa. We 

offloaded what we could but on 12 April a fierce gale drove the Guardian from her 

moorings and onto the beach. Here she languished to become a total wreck.  

Eventually we resumed our journey, 

joining the Second Fleet at Cape 

Town onboard HMS Surprise. Of the 

20 convicts from the Guardian who 

reached Port Jackson on 26 June 

1790, 14, including myself, received 

conditional pardons from Governor 

Phillip as a consequence of Captain 

Riou’s report. Thus a new life full of 

hope began for me as a conditionally 

free man in Sydney Cove. 

                                                         

 

In February 17926, I was one of two former 

convicts to be granted 30 acres at what 

came to be called Kissing Point. Midway 

between Sydney Cove and Parramatta, 

Kissing Point was chosen as the third 

major site for settlement in the colony. I 

accompanied the governor on a trip up 

river and recommended an area, now 

called Ryde, as a most suitable site for 

agriculture.  Although preparing my land 

was hard work, it was not heavily wooded 

and was most conducive for crops. It was 

not long before I was living there in a de 

facto relationship with Mary Hutchinson7, 

also a convict.  

                                                 
6 See Introduction for a photograph of a commemorative tablet which cites James Weavers’ contribution. 
7 Mary’s story begins on page 15. 

The first two blocks at Kissing Point 

allocated to James Weavers and William 

Careless. 

Fellow travellers: Also on board ‘Surprise’ as 
convicts, were a number of ‘radicals’ including: 
a young Scottish lawyer, Thomas Muir, vice-
president of a Jacobin discussion group whose 
offence was to distribute copies of Thomas 
Paine’s ‘Rights of Man’; and a Unitarian 
minister, Thomas Palmer, convicted for 
circulating a ‘seditious pamphlet questioning 
Britain’s motives in her war with France’. Were 
the presence of such convicts the reason for 
James’ literacy and numeracy skills and were 
the seeds planted then for his courageous 
stand against the Rum Corps?  
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Mary and I had three children: James born in 1794, Enoch in 1796 and Sarah in 18008.  

 

By 1800 we had become reasonably 

prosperous with six acres sown in wheat 

and six in maize. We also ran 17 sheep, 14 

pigs and a goat. At this time however we still 

depended on government stores to survive.  

 

By 1802 we were fully self-supporting and 

with the aid of an assigned convict, were 

cultivating six acres of wheat, had a flock of 

51 sheep and owned 10 pigs. We also had 

20 bushels each of wheat and maize in 

store. In 1803 I purchased another 60 acre 

farm9 and in 1804 received an adjoining 

allocation of 100 acres. 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************* 

  

                                                 
8
 Only Sarah had offspring as James drowned in the Lane Cove River when he was 22 and Enoch who had a 

’degree of mental imbecility’, was living with his mother when he died in 1828. 
9 Now the site of the North Ryde golf course. 

Kissing Point Several possibilities have been suggested for the origin of the name.  
One explanation is that the area of water around it was the furthest point on the 
Parramatta River that heavily laden vessels could reach before their keels ‘kissed’ the 
bottom. Another more romantic possibility is that the area was popular for picnics and 
Governor Hunter may have had a kiss in return for his chivalry on one such occasion. A 
third is that Governor Hunter rowed up the river on a journey of exploration, had 
breakfast at Breakfast Point and then rowed across the river to this other point where he 
kissed his wife goodbye before re-embarking on his journey.    Wikipedia.   

Colonial records reveal that James 
Weavers and a number of other 
farmers led a concerted campaign 
against unscrupulous traders who had 
a monopoly on imports and trade. 
Most of these traders were officers of 
the infamous New South Wales Rum 
Corps. The farmers’ complaints were 
also targeted at the discriminatory and 
unfair practices of the public stores 
under the management of the 
commissary, James Williamson. It was 
James Weavers’ record of payments 
which was used as evidence of the 
farmers’ plight. James could read and 
write, an uncommon skill among the 
convicts.  

1802 records show that James and Richard Porter were two of the 17 settlers at Kissing 
Point who had registered guns in their possession. Following the uprising of Irish convicts 
at Castle Hill in March 1804, settlers were deprived of their weapons as a precaution 
against their use to support any future rebellion. This decision may have proven fatal for 
James. 
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Family historians recorded that James Weavers had a friendly relationship with the 

local Aborigines, respecting their waterholes and sacred places. The local Aborigines 

also helped him at harvest time. In spite of this, James died on 3 April 1805 as a result 

of a skirmish with local Aborigines. His burial is registered at St Phillip’s Anglican 

Church although descendants believe that he was buried on his property. Ann Porter 

(nee Hutchinson), the mother of his wife Mary, may have died in similar circumstances 

as she was buried the day before James.   

James made a will just two weeks before his death. It seems unlikely that this was a 

coincidence but is a probable indicator that he was wounded and knew that he had not 

long to live. The fact that the main body of his will was signed, while the codicil bears 

only his mark, suggests that his strength was failing. The following is a summary of the 

will of James Weavers dated 21 March 1805.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

James made one further bequest.10  

 

 

*********************************************** 

 

James Weavers and the ‘Forgotten War’ – adapted from Wallumedegal: an 

Aboriginal history of Ryde 

 

Various clans of Aboriginal people had lived around the area of Kissing Point for many 

thousands of years and the custodians of this area were the Wallumedegal. It is likely 

that the name Wallumedegal or Wallumattagal was derived from ‘wallumai’ the snapper 

fish, combined with ‘matta’, a word used to describe a place, usually a water place, as 

with Parramatta and Cabramatta. That would mean they were the snapper clan and the 

fish may have been their totem. 

                                                 
10 It can be assumed that this Mary was his wife at the time of his trial and transportation and was left behind in 
England. Had James been in contact with his wife after he arrived at Sydney Cove? Did he have other children also 
left behind in England? These questions may be answered by later researchers. This fact may explain why James 
and Mary Hutchinson never married. 
 

James bequeathed his 30 acre farm (the original farm) to ‘Mary 
Hutchinson the Woman with whom I now live and Mother of my children’. 
The 60 acre farm bought previously from Jane Wood, he left to his son 
James, at that time aged 11, stipulating that James ‘do not Sell the said 
Farm which I have willed unto him nor in any wise to molest the said Mary 
Hutchinson by turning her of (sic) the said Farm’ until he reached the age 
of 21 years.  ‘All and every rest of my effects’ was to be equally shared 
between Mary and the three children, James, Enoch and Sarah. To 
Richard Cheers, his godson – the son of his neighbour and fellow-survivor 

from the Guardian - he left one ewe sheep with lamb.  

..... to Mary Weavers my lawful wife the sum of one Shilling.  
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The Wallumedegal lived in a rich environment of river flats, creeks and mangrove 

swamps, fishing with pronged spears and handlines, feasting on shellfish, hunting birds 

and small game, and collecting a variety of edible bushfood plants. They spoke the 

same language as the Port Jackson and coastal clans,  

The first encounters between the foreigners in boats and the Wallumedegal in February 

1788 were friendly, with laughter and mimicry on both sides. Their lives changed 

forever the following November when armed marines built an earthwork fort at 

Parramatta. This action displaced Elder Maugoran and his wife Gooroobera, the family 

of the Burramattagal (Parramatta area) who were forced to move down the river to the 

flats near Kissing Point thus placing pressure on the Wallumedegal clan. A year later in 

April 1789, the smallpox epidemic killed half their tribe. 

It was inevitable that clashes would occur between the local Indigenous population and 

the invaders. The agenda for the white population was the economic possession of the 

country, unlocking the land for settlers, pastoralists and investors. Ultimately up to 

30,000 Indigenous peoples and an estimated 5,000 settlers lost their lives in land wars. 

In the invaders’ eyes, the Aborigines were simply an obstacle that had to be removed 

and if they couldn’t or wouldn’t allow themselves to be shifted, they had to be 

eliminated. The Aborigines fought back. Not all those killed were frontline combatants 

as the Indigenous warriors resorted to guerrilla tactics and terror, attacking homesteads 

and killing families if it would gain them time and space. James Weavers was an early 

casualty of this war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Natives attacking shepherd’s hut 
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The Second Fleet 

 

As James Weavers, our first emigrant ancestor, arrived aboard the Second Fleet, his 

experience as part of this flotilla is worthy of discussion.  If the First Fleet were a 

‘government enterprise’, the Second Fleet could be categorised as based on the 

principles of ‘free enterprise’. Where the former was defined through government 

regulations, the latter was largely driven by the profit motive. 

 

As Robert Hughes11 notes: ‘The First Fleet had been entirely fitted out and provisioned 

by the commissioners of the navy. It had been a government affair from start to finish 

although the vessels had been chartered through a shipbroker at a flat 10 shillings per 

ton. The results ... were muddled and potentially dangerous, but they were better than 

what might have happened with private contract. The Second Fleet contracts were said 

to be cheaper and certainly it was easier, since it relieved the government of the letting 

and supervision of dozens of contracts ...  the only people the arrangement did not suit 

were the convicts themselves, since the contract system guaranteed their miseries, and 

often their deaths.’ 

 

The Second Fleet was in fact the worst in the history of transportation to Australia. The 

three ships transporting male convicts were the Surprise, Neptune and Scarborough. 

Of the 1006 prisoners who sailed from Portsmouth, 267 died at sea and another 150 

were in such poor shape that they died after landing.  Those contracted to transport the 

convicts were paid a flat fee of 17 pounds, 7 shillings and sixpence per head whether 

they arrived dead or alive. On Neptune the convicts were deliberately starved, kept 

heavily ironed and frequently refused access to the deck. Scurvy was rampant. On 

Scarborough, rations were not deliberately withheld but a reported mutiny attempt led 

to the convicts being closely confined below decks. 
. 

One Thomas Milburn, a convict on the Surprise, writing to his parents after his arrival, 

described his horrifying experiences thus: (We were) chained two together and 

confined in the hold during the whole course of our long voyage ... scarcely allowed a 

sufficient quantity of victuals to keep us alive, and scarcely any water; for my own part I 

could have eaten three or four of our allowances, and you know very well that I was 

never a great eater.... When any of our comrades that were chained to us died, we kept 

it a secret as long as we could for the smell of the dead body, in order to get the 

allowance of their provision, and many a time have I been glad to eat the poultice that 

was put to my leg for perfect hunger. I was chained to Humphrey Davies who died 

when we were about half way, and I lay beside his corpse about a week and got his 

allowance.
12

 

 

                                                 
11 The Fatal Shore: Hughes, R., 
12 Thomas Milburn, Copy of a letter from Thomas Milburn in Botany Bay to his Father and Mother in Liverpool, 
broadsheet, 26 Aug. 1790, Mitchell Library, Sydney 
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Captain William Hill, commander of the guard, afterwards wrote a strong criticism of the 

ships' masters highlighting their motivations: The more they can withhold from the 

unhappy wretches, the more provisions they have to dispose of at a foreign market, 

and the earlier in the voyage they die, the longer they can draw the deceased's 

allowance to themselves. 

 

On arrival at Port Jackson, half naked convicts were lying without bedding too ill to 

move. Those unable to walk were slung over the side. All were covered with lice. At 

least 486 (47% of those embarked) were sick when they were offloaded. 124 died 

shortly after they had landed. Of the rest the Rev. Johnson13, who went among them as 

soon as the ships reached port, wrote14
: The misery I saw amongst them is 

indescribable . . . their heads, bodies, clothes, blankets, were all full of lice. They were 

wretched, naked, filthy, dirty, lousy, and many of them utterly unable to stand, to creep, 

or even to stir hand or foot.  

Once ashore conditions did not immediately improve nor did the convicts’ empathy for 

their fellow. As the colony’s Anglican chaplain noted15: When any of them were near 

dying, and had something given to them as bread or Lillie-pie (flour and water boiled 

together).... the person next to him would catch the bread.... out of his hand and, with 

an oath, say he was going to die and therefore it would be of no service to him. No 

sooner would the breath be out of their bodies than others would watch them and strip 

them entirely naked, instead of alleviating the distresses of each other. The weakest 

were sure to go to the wall. The night-time (June) is very cold, where they had nothing 

but grass to lay on and a blanket amongst the four of them, he that was the strongest of 

the four would take the whole blanket to himself and leave the rest quite naked.  

In summary, Governor Phillip dryly noted16: I will not, sir, dwell on the scene of misery 

which the hospitals and sick tents exhibited when these people were landed, but it 

would be want of duty not to say that it was occasioned by the contractors having 

crowded too many on board these ships, and from their being too much confined during 

the passage. 

  

                                                 
13 For a biography of Richard Johnson see http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/johnson-richard-2275 
14 Our Austral. The Argus (Melbourne, Vic.: 1848 - 1956) (Melbourne, Vic.: National Library of Australia). 27 
January 1940. p. 8 Supplement: The Argus Weekend magazine. Retrieved 27 January 2012. 
15 Rev Richard Johnson to Thornton, Historical Records of NSW vol ii 387-388 
16 "Medicine in Australian History.. The Central Queensland Herald (Rockhampton, Qld.: National Library of 
Australia). 4 April 1935. p. 58. Retrieved 27 January 2012. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article11268800
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Argus_%28Australia%29
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article72386787
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Mary Ann Hutchinson 

(1765-1850)  

- from the very ordinary to the 
quite extraordinary 

 

 

It was probably the worst and best day of my life.  A day that I look back to with shame, 

and yet for which I will always be grateful because of the sequence of events that led to 

a personal watershed which had far-reaching consequences for decades. 

My mother and I had a dwelling-house in Cross Lane St, Giles, London where we 

sometimes took in overnight lodgers. On the evening of 6 December 1789, one Ann 

Body met my mother in Holborn and after requesting nearby accommodation, was 

offered a bed in our house. When I found Ann Body in the bed there was a row 

between my mother, Ann Body and myself. I 

acknowledge that we probably were all under the 

influence of gin. Ann Body then accused me of 

taking money from her to pay for the gin she was 

consuming. I insisted she leave the house which she 

did but returned with a watchman. She accused my 

mother and me of taking her money and a bundle of 

clothes but she and the watchman could find no 

evidence, so left. She later returned with  Mr 

Treadway, a constable, who recorded that he found 

a cap, a black cloak, two handkerchiefs and one 

cotton stocking on the premises which he assumed 

belonged to Ann Body.       

On 9 December my mother and I were brought 

before the court and although protesting our 

innocence, were convicted in the Old Bailey of  

‘feloniously stealing’ one cotton gown, a silk cloak, 

two handkerchiefs, a pair of ruffles, two aprons, a 

night cap, two pair of cotton stockings, a linen 

pocket and some money.     

                                  

 

Gin became popular in 
England after the government 
allowed unlicensed gin 
production and at the same 
time imposed a heavy duty on 
all imported spirits. As a 
result, thousands of gin-
shops sprang up throughout 
England. Because of the 
relatively low price of gin, it 
became popular with the 

poor.  Wikipedia 

 Old Bailey Trial 1808 

                    

 

St Giles London 
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Unfortunately it was Ann Body’s word against ours and on the report of Mr Treadway 

the constable, the jury found us guilty. According to the record, the court ordered Mr 

Treadway a liberal allowance for his expenses! My mother and I were both sentenced 

to seven years transportation. 

 

We departed Portsmouth on 23 
February 1790 aboard the Mary Ann, a 
name suggesting the possibility of 
greater luck17 than we had experienced 
to date. There were 140 female convicts 
on board and we were pleasantly 
surprised at the relative freedom we 
experienced on the ship. Although there 
were fearful times and ongoing 
seasickness, we arrived at Sydney 
Cove in good health and were soon 
transported up river to Parramatta18.  

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
17 Was it just sheer coincidence that the ship had the same names as Mary and her mother? 
18 The terrain around Sydney Cove had already been identified as unsuitable for major agricultural development. 

Interestingly, on the day of Ann and Mary’s trial, D’Arcy Wentworth came before the 
same court charged with ‘robbery on the highway’. He was acquitted for a second time 
’being of excessively good family in Ireland’. He requested a speedy discharge of the 
sentence as he had ‘taken a passage to go in the fleet to Botany Bay’.  He and his son 
W. C. Wentworth, were to play significant roles in the development of the colony. 

On arrival: The women, who were all very healthy, and who spoke highly of the 

treatment which they had experienced from Mr Monroe, were landed immediately 

after the arrival of the transport in the Cove, and were distributed among the huts at 

Sydney, while the governor went up to Parramatta to make such preparations as the 

time would admit for the numbers he expected to arrive.  David Collins Secretary to 

the Governor 1790 

 

A barque similar to the Mary Ann 

 
Artist’s impression of Sydney Town in 1804, 14 years after the 

Mary Ann’s arrival in 1790 
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I was assigned to James Weavers as hut-keeper and was living with him at Kissing 

Point when on 10 March 1793, I gave birth to our first child, James. He was baptised on 

17 March 1793 but sadly died before the year was out. Our second child, also called 

James, was born on 1 June 1794. Enoch followed on 30 July 1796 and Sarah Mary on 

29 March 1800.  Despite the difficulties of our life, one personal consolation was that 

my mother, Ann Hutchinson, had been assigned to Richard Porter, a farmer living 

within easy walking distance of our farm.   

 

As a result of James’ skill and hard work we prospered. In February 1803 we 

purchased another farm of 60 acres. Whilst retaining our original farm, we moved to the 

new farm and in February 1804 James received a second grant of 100 acres.  

 

In April 1805 tragedy struck my family. My husband James died after an Aboriginal 

skirmish and my mother died in the same week. At that time I had three children aged 

11, 8 and 5.  After all the hard work James and I had done to develop our farms, I was 

determined to make a life there rather than move back to Sydney Cove or Parramatta. 

With our respective partners gone and our ages being close, it was no surprise that 

Richard Porter and I formed a new relationship. 

 
As the 1806 muster records show, I owned 190 

acres and employed two convict labourers. I had 

leased one farm to James Squire and the remainder 

was under cultivation with maize, barley, potato and 

peas, incorporated as an orchard of 6 acres or 

allocated as pasture for pigs and sheep while 60 

acres were kept as fallow. Richard was renting 20 

acres at Kissing Point but we were living together. I 

gave birth to our twin sons, Richard and George, in 

June of that year. 

Life at Parramatta 

Working in the summer on the government farm, or on the plots of the officers, from five 

in the morning till eleven, and again from two till sunset, felling trees, digging up stumps, 

rooting up shrubs and grass and turning the ground with spades or hoes, the heat of the 

sun, the short allowance of food, and the ill-treatment from their merciless overseers 

rendered their lives truly miserable. At night they were housed in huts which 

accommodated fourteen to eighteen, with one woman whose duty it was to keep the hut 

clean and provide food for the men at work...........The women enjoyed a more 

comfortable life than the men. The fortunate ones were selected as wives to the officers 

and soldiers; others were made hut-keepers; the rest set to make spirits, frocks and 

trousers or to pick in the fields.  

James Squire leased the farm 
and along with land already 
assigned to him, 
experimented with the 
growing of hops. His success 
is reflected in the fact that 
James Squire is the name of a 
popular Australian beer today, 
named in recognition of his 

contribution to the industry. 
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Two more children were born to Richard and me: Thomas Richard in February 1808 

and Mary Ann in November 1809. 

 

The Rev Samuel Marsden often preached at Kissing Point and, as a result of some 

pressure from this quarter, Richard and I married on 8 June 1811.  Our final offspring 

was born on 15 May 1812 and we called her Ann, after my mother. 

 

 

Map of Kissing Point identifying Weavers and Porter land grants and purchases 
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******************************************* 

 

Both aged 84, Richard and Mary died within four months of each other, on 27 

September 1849 and 20 January 20 1850 respectively. They were buried together in 

the churchyard of St Anne’s Ryde where their headstone can still be found. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Australia’s First Retirement Village?  
 
Mary and Richard came to a very advantageous arrangement in their later years, selling 
their farm to the Reverend George Turner of St Anne’s Ryde for an annuity of two 
pounds sterling for the rest of their lives, and one pound annually on the death of one of 
them. On giving up possession of the land, the arrangement was that the reverend 
Turner would find them a suitable hut in which to live on the Glebe at Hunters Hill. It was 
also agreed that they would be supplied with water and wood ‘for their own use during 
their natural lives’ and that at their deaths, the reverend would bury them in a decent 
and respectful manner.  

 

 

Point of interest:  In 1868, in the same district as the Weavers’ farms,  
Maria Ann Smith and her husband Thomas, purchased a small orchard 
and began cultivating fruit. The cultivar apple that Maria created came to 
be known as the ‘Granny Smith’.  
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Sarah Weavers/Wicks/Watts19  

  

Although not an ancestor who ‘left the shore’, as the first Australian-born ancestor and 

one who modelled a singular drive to succeed, Sarah provides an insight into the 

character of following generations. Sarah, or Sally as she was known, was only five 

when her father James Weavers died. She soon had a step-father and a number of 

step brothers and sisters. Although not an orphan, she was admitted to the Orphan 

School in Sydney Town when she was seven. Here the girls were under the jurisdiction 

of the school until they were 18. They were apprenticed out to learn useful trades when 

they were 12 or 13 and, as an incentive to marry, the girls were provided with a cow as 

a wedding present. 

 

 

                                     

 

Family history suggests that Sarah left the school to become a nurserymaid at 

Government House when Mrs Macquarie gave birth to her son in March 1814. In doing 

so she would take with her skills in literacy, numeracy, sewing and housekeeping 

rounded out with solid religious instruction. At the age of 19, Sarah married Robert 

Wicks, aged 52. At the time, Robert was assigned to Richard Porter as a convict 

labourer and on 31 January 1820, received his conditional pardon. Like James 

Weavers, Richard had a rural background and succeeded where others did not. Sarah 

and Robert built up the farms and were working 219 acres with the support of convict 

labour. Robert Wicks died on 1 May 1837. At the age of 37, Sarah thus was a widow 

with considerable property and a number of children under her care. 

 

                                                 
19 With grateful thanks to Judith Macleod for her research 

View of Sydney from east side of cove   

1808 
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Sarah married her second husband William Watts20 on 19 June 1938.  

 

While this marriage produced a son, and Sarah and William were much more 

compatible in age than she and Robert had been, the marriage was not regarded as 

'successful'. According to family historians, William was not able to meet Sarah's 

expectations and favoured the public-house rather than working the farms.  

 

After William's departure and the parcelling out of some of the family farms to her 

children, Sarah managed a 60 acre farm employing a number of convicts during the 

1850s and 1860s.  At the same time she developed a reputation as a local midwife. 

She died on 24 May 1872. Given the high regard with which she was held, and the fact 

that at her death she had 68 grandchildren, it was no doubt quite a grand funeral. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

                                                 
20 William’s story begins on page 22. 

A typical Ryde home at the time of Sarah’s death - 
Rockend Cottage was built in the 1830s and is located 
at 40 Punt Road, Gladesville. In the 1870s it was home 

to renowned Australian poet, Banjo Paterson. 

 

Rockend Cottage today 
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William Watts 

(1797-1868)  

- an uncertain legacy 

 

          

History suggests that I was not a very significant figure in the progress of the family. 

The full truth may never be known but in my own defence, I will recount the story as I 

remember it. 

A confusing aspect of my history is that 26 men who landed on these shores as 

convicts were recorded with the name William Watts. With the evidence of marriage 

and death certificates, it is possible to confidently state that I was the William Watts 

who appeared with three others before the Bristol City Quarter Sessions on 12 January 

1818. I was found guilty of larceny and sentenced to seven years transportation.  

I travelled to Sydney Town on the Shipley which arrived on 18 November 1818. On the 

muster of 1822, I was recorded as employed as a government boatman. In 1825 I 

received my Ticket of Leave meaning that I was now a free man and could make my 

own decisions as to where to live and which occupation to pursue.  

The 1828 muster records me living at Kissing Point with my de facto wife Sarah 

Berringer21. Sarah had been born in the colony and was then aged 29. Sarah had three 

children: Louisa 11, Ann 9 and Sarah 6. Sarah died in 1836 leaving me with sole 

responsibility for the children. I was working as a labourer.  

                                                 
21 John Parton Thomas Berringer (1792-1826), the husband of William Watt’s later de facto wife Sarah, was a 
convict who had lived under a number of aliases. He is recorded as winning the first bare-knuckle prize fight in 
Sydney Town 

 

Note: Birth records reveal that the three children were the offspring of an 1816 

marriage between Sarah Bradley and John Parton Thomas Berringer. A dispute 

arose in 1826 between Sarah and John Berringer over responsibility for the children, 

John suggesting that Sarah had become ‘a most shockingly depraved character’. He 

appears not to have been successful in his appeal for custody. He died in 1826. 

Gloucester England 
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My connection with the Weavers/Wicks family began in 1832 when I was a tenant on 

Robert Wick’s farm. I was then still living with Sarah (Berringer) and the girls. On 19 

June 1838, I married Sarah Wicks (nee Weavers) in St Anne’s Ryde. At that time Sarah 

had four children; Robert 18, Charlotte 15, George 13 and Elizabeth 11.  

It was very challenging for me to follow in the footsteps of James Weavers, Richard 

Porter and Robert Wicks, all very experienced and successful farmers. I had very little 

equivalent experience before arriving at Sydney Cove22.  

The 1841 census records that there were four males and three females living in our 

cottage at Kissing Point. At that time we were employing two domestic servants and a 

farm worker.  

Henry William Watts, our only child together, was born on 3 May 1842. 

 

 

******************************** 

 

 
Given the conjecture over the fate of William Watts, his date of death is uncertain. The 

most likely date is 1868 in Sydney.  

 

Henry William Watts, the son of William and Sarah, married Elizabeth Barker, a 

daughter of a convict. They had 12 children and owned orchards and vineyards. Henry 

served as an alderman on Ryde Council and was mayor from 1886 to 1887. His son 

George Herbert Watts later owned hotels in Kenmore, Goulburn and Greta, Newcastle. 

Pictures of the Watts family through the generations suggest strength of character and 

purpose. How much credit William may take from this could never be known but the 

fact that William twice took on responsibility to care for another person’s children 

suggests character and strengths perhaps not fully recognised by earlier family 

historians. 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
22

 Oral family history suggests that William was more frequently at the public house than working on the farm. 

Sarah was obviously a very practical person who had worked hard and was now continuing to do so in order to 
sustain her considerable holdings. It was likely that she had little patience with William. Some family historians 
have suggested that Sarah paid for William’s return fare to England.  There is presently no available evidence for 
this belief. 
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   James W Schofield 

    (1796-1855)  

-     - a farmer’s man from Ipswich 

                        Ipswich Town 

 

 

 

Unlike the majority of convicts transported to Sydney 

Town, I grew up in a rural area. On 21 April 1819, I was 

tried and found guilty before the Suffolk Quarter 

Sessions for stealing a sow and selling it for three 

pounds ten shillings. I was sentenced to seven years 

transportation.  Because most of the convicts sent to 

Sydney on the First and Second fleets had no rural 

experience, the early colony suffered with great 

hardship and hunger.  When I came before the court, 

given my rural background, I would have seemed an 

ideal candidate for transportation.  

 

Leaving England on 6 April 1820, I arrived in 

Sydney Town on 6 December 1820 aboard 

the Earl St. Vincent. Soon after my arrival my 

skills were recognised and for the next 15 

years I worked for the Archibald Bells, both 

father and son.  Archibald Bell Jnr made a 

name for himself at age 19 as an explorer, 

and his alternate route across the Blue 

Mountains was named the Bell's Line of 

Road. He found this road by following an 

Aboriginal woman who had been captured 

near Belmont and escaped. She returned to 

the west by a route different from that which 

was already known. He followed her path 

from Richmond to Mount Tomah between 1 

and 5 August 1823.   

Ipswich Town  
Ipswich (Gipeswic, 
Gippelwich) is one of 
England’s oldest towns at 
one stage being a Viking 
town. As an Anglo-Saxon 
town, it was built around the 
dock. Today industry around 
Ipswich has a strong 
agricultural bias, so much 
so that the local football 
team is called ’The Tractor 
Boys’ 

Archibald Bell Snr had come to 
Australia as an Ensign in the NSW 
Corps and founded his Hawkesbury 
home, Belmont, on generous grants of 
land.  After a turbulent beginning, 
including being in charge of the guard 
at Government House when Governor 
Bligh was arrested, Archibald Snr 
became a pillar of society serving as 
the Hawkesbury military commander 
after Governor Bligh’s arrest. He was a 
strong supporter of Governor 
Macquarie. A devout but broad-minded 
Anglican, in 1822 he signed a 
recommendation that government aid 
be given for building a Roman Catholic 
chapel, and in 1828-29, he chaired 
meetings of the Wesleyan Society. 

Wikipedia 

 

Ipswich England 
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I also had links with John Oxley, the NSW Surveyor-General. In the Colonial 

Secretary’s notes of 28 May 1822, I am identified as the ‘overseer clearing party, John 

Oxley’s Estate’.  

 

 
Alternative routes across the Blue Mountains 

   

 
Crossing the Blue Mountains   (adapted from Wikipedia) 
 
By the early 19th century, the Blue Mountains had become a barrier to the expansion of 
the colony which required more farming land to meet its needs, particularly after the 
droughts of 1812 and 1813. The local Indigenous people knew at least two routes by 
which to cross the mountains. The first was along Bilpin Ridge, later followed by 
Archibald Bell with the assistance of the local Darug people (now the location of Bells 
Line of Road), and the second was along Cox’s River. Until 1813 however, the settlers 
remained unaware of how to cross the mountains despite several attempts, including two 
by Gregory Blaxland. Early in 1813 Blaxland, who wanted more grazing land, obtained 
the approval of Governor Lachlan Macquarie and approached William Lawson and 
William Charles Wentworth to secure their participation in a new exploratory expedition 
following the mountain ridges. Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson led an expedition party, 
which included four servants, four pack horses and five dogs. Two of the four men who 
assisted the party have been identified as James Burne (or Burnes), a guide and 
kangaroo hunter, and Samuel Fairs, a convict who arrived in Australia in 1809. The two 
others, also thought to be convicts, remain unidentified. The party left from Blaxland's 
South Creek farm near the modern suburb of St Marys in western Sydney, on 11 May 
1813 and crossed the Nepean River later that day. They made their way over the 
mountains, following the ridges, and completed the crossing in 21 days.  
The party first saw the plains beyond the mountains from Mount York. They continued on 
to Mount Blaxland 25 km south of the site of Lithgow, on the western side of the 
mountains. From this point Blaxland declared that ‘there was enough forest or grassland 
to support the stock of the colony for thirty years’, while Lawson called it the best watered 
Country of any I have seen in the Colony’.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Bell_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darug_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bells_Line_of_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bells_Line_of_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coxs_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachlan_Macquarie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Marys,_New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepean_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithgow,_New_South_Wales
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On 20 November 1828 Janet Angus23 and I were married with the permission of the 

governor.  Archibald Bell jnr was one of the witnesses clearly indicating our friendship 

was beyond that of employer and employee. 

 

 

In 1833, I sent a memorial to Governor Burke seeking permission to purchase 50 acres 

of land at Halls Creek, Gungal, on the high road to Bathurst. The road from Gungal 

skirts the northern edge of the Blue Mountains and leads out to Dubbo, an area first 

identified by John Oxley in 1818.  The memorial was supported by several well- known 

men of the day, including John and Gregory Blaxland and William Ogilvie. With the 

Governor’s agreement I bought the land for a peppercorn rent on condition that we 

build an inn worth 200 pounds which we did. The Highland Laddie Inn was granted its 

first licence in 183524.  

  

Janet and I had eight children; Louisa, William, Mary Anne, James, George, Robert, 

Jennett and Charlotte, the youngest of whom was born in 1845. By this time we were 

living in Lorne near Maitland and I was working as a tenant farmer. Janet died on 12 

January 1848 and I took full responsibility for the eight children whose ages ranged 

from 19 to 2. Quite a challenge!   

 

****************************** 

James died on the 23 May1855, seven years after Janet. He appears to have passed 

his farming skills onto his children as some became very successful graziers and wheat 

farmers. There are many Schofields still living in the district today.  

                                                 
23 Janet Angus’ story begins on page 27. 
24

 The remains of the hotel lie in a field just out of Gungal. 

 

Marriage Banns for ‘Jennet’ Angus and James Schofield 

 

Newcastle Entry 610; Name: James Schofield; Age: 29; Date: 1828 November 19; Ship: 

Earl St. Vincent (2); Sentence: Seven years; Condition: Free; 

 Revd.Wilkinson, 

Newcastle. Entry 610; Name: Jennet Angus; Age: 24; Date: 1828, November 19; 

Ship: Midas (1); Sentence: Life; Condition: Bond;  

Revd. Wilkinson, Newcastle. 

 

The Parish Register contains the record of the Marriage in the Parish of Christ Church in 

the County of Northumberland, N.S.W., 1828. Entry number 37, as follows: 

‘James Schofield, Bachelor of St. Helier and Jennet Angis Spinster of same place 

were married by Banns with consent of Gov. this Twentieth day of November in the 

year 1828. By me T.H. Scott, Archdeacon. This marriage was solemnized between us 

James Schofield - Jenet Angis. In the presence of Rick Sadlier Commissariat. 

District - A. Bell Junr of St. Helier.’ 
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Janet (Jenet) Angus  

(1802-1848)  

- a recidivist before a  teenager:  
could transportation be her redemption? 

 

   

  

 

‘Sacred to the Memory of Genet Scofield who departed 
this life Nov 30th 1848 aged 43 years. She was an 
affectionate wife a kind mother a good Christly and 
sincere Friend. She died in the firm hope of a Joyful 

Resurrection. She has left a husband and eight children 
to lament their loss.’ 25 

 

 

Throughout my life I used the names Janet, Jennet and Jenet interchangeably probably 

because I did not wish to lose my Scottish connection. To imagine that I might be 

buried beneath such an honouring epitaph certainly would not have entered my mind 

during the first half of my life.  

I didn’t have many advantages when I came into this world 

on September 9 1802. Born the daughter of Andrew Angus 

and Katherine Menzies, my father was a servant to William 

Sandeman owner of a company which ran a linen bleaching 

factory in Lucharty, Perth. Previously he had been a soldier 

in the 4th Regiment of Fencibles (an early equivalent of the 

home guard). At my later court appearances he was not part 

of my life. I was illiterate and any knowledge and skills I had 

acquired, I developed ‘on the street’. 

                                                                                                                           

                                                 
25 25 http://www.convictrecords.com.au/convicts/angus/janet/111693 

 

 

Perth, Scotland 

 

 Angus clan tartan 

Grave inscription, Maitland cemetery 



26 

 

At the age of seven I came before the courts for thieving26 and then followed a steady 

stream of arrests, incarcerations, releases and re-arrests.  

 

When not in jail in Perth (Scotland), I was 

incarcerated further afield. In 1817 at the age 

of 15, I was convicted of theft and sentenced 

to transportation. I was transferred to 

Millbank Prison in London which was 

constructed as the National Penitentiary and 

became a holding facility for convicted 

prisoners before they were transported to 

Australia. In fact, sentences of five to ten 

years in the National Penitentiary were 

offered as an alternative to transportation to 

those thought most likely to reform. Whether 

because of my age or because I was seen as 

having potential for reform, I served out my 

sentence in the Penitentiary, being released 

with a Certificate of Good Behaviour after 

serving three years and nine months. 

        

During my time in Perth prisons I attracted the attention of those who might seek to 

redeem me.  A character reference presented to the court by J.T. Forbes (I think he 

was a Baptist clergyman) reported that: She has been my acquaintance since she was 

about 7 years being one of those unhappy beings who seem never to have acquired a 

distinct notion of the difference between mine and thine. I found her almost always in 

jail when I came here put in for petty theft. Kept a few weeks in jail and then let out as 

she was too young to be brought to trial27.  Mr Forbes sought the best for me as twice 

he took me to Robert Owen28, recounting my personal story and pleading my case. 

However I obviously wasn’t ready for any reform program on offer as twice I ran away 

from New Lanark, the location of Robert Owens cotton mills. 
 

At the age of 21, with convictions for thieving and streetwalking and various periods 

behind bars, I came before the Scottish court for the final time. On 9 July 1824, I was 

accused of stealing an imitation cotton shawl, a red figured poplin skirt, a bodice of a 

gown and a pair of white cotton stockings. Against the accounts of eight witnesses I 

could only plead guilty and was thus sentenced.  

 

  

                                                 
26 Janet Angus - Court trial papers 
27 Janet Angus - Court trial papers 
28 See later biographical note 

 

Millbank Penitentiary about 1820 
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In my sentencing, the judge acknowledged that: her mother is of bad character and 

Janet has little chance of reforming if she is permitted to remain in this country for she 

has been a thief from her infancy and her acquaintances here are all of the worst 

kind29’. The Judge then ruled that: the said Janet Angus be transported beyond seas to 

such place as His Majesty with the advice of His Privy Council shall declare …. for the 

space of fourteen years from this date ….. that if after being transported she shall 

return to or be found at large within any part of Great Britain or Ireland without some 

lawful cause, she shall suffer death as in cases of felony without benefit of clergy30.  

Motivation for reform was not strong 

in me and fatalism and fear were 

dominant when I left England with 

109 other convict women on 24 July 

1825. We sailed aboard Midas 1, 

converted for transporting convicts.  

Overall the journey south was 

relatively uneventful although we 

did suffer badly from seasickness. 

Midas 1 arrived at Hobart Town on 

23 November 1825 where 58 

women landed. I finally arrived at 

Port Jackson on 17 December 1825 

where the other 49 women and three 

children disembarked31. 

Did my reform begin on this journey? I 

certainly experienced things I had never 

known before, including the ‘goings on’ 

as we crossed the Equator. Mr Cameron 

and most of the crew were very good to 

me and I think I was different by the time 

I landed. Based on what I heard of earlier 

convict ships, our experiences on board 

were comparatively easy.   

 

Significant for us convicts was the fact that a group of women, called the ‘British 

Society of Ladies for the Reformation of Female Prisoners’, had taken an interest in our 

journey before we left England. They visited us on the ship before departure and 

provided us with sewing kits for the journey. 

 
                                                 
29 Janet Angus - Court trial papers 
30 Janet Angus - Court trial papers 
31 One woman died on the journey. 

 

Prior to leaving England on 24-26 July, 1825, 
the ‘Midas’ had been converted to a convict 
ship. Before carrying convicts, the Midas had 
served the colony as a transport ship, travelling 
between Sydney Cove, Van Diemen’s Land and 
Macquarie Island. At one point the Midas carried 
Governor and Mrs Macquarie on a voyage to 

Van Diemen’s Land. 

Midas 
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The following letter dated 16 December 182532 was sent to the British Society by some 

of the female convicts who sailed on board the Midas 1 with me. Although I couldn’t 

read or write at the time, the words of the letter well-reflected my experience.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
32 www.jenwilletts.com/convict_ship_midas_1825.htm 

Worthy Madam .... Madam, we have never lost sight of the most kind and friendly advice you 
were pleased to give us on your different visits, and particularly on the last that we had the 
happiness of seeing you. We therefore beg leave that you will accept of our sincere thanks. It 
shall be our constant endeavours that our future conduct and behaviour shall prove our 
respect and gratitude; we shall continually pray for you, and may the Almighty pour his 
blessing on you....  
 
We beg permission to give you a short account of our voyage. We arrived at Sydney this 
morning, after a troublesome voyage. It would be a gross mistake to omit mentioning the 
charitable gifts that you had the goodness to leave with Mr. Cameron, our Surgeon, who had 
the goodness to distribute to us in proper time. Our patchwork kept us employed some time. 
Our black caps and aprons, we found them very convenient, and every other gift very useful, 
and shall for ever be most thankfully remembered by us. We put into a small isle three weeks 
after we left England, and there we had a fresh supply of water and fresh beef. Our Surgeon 
went on shore and bought fruit, such as the isles produced; oranges, lemons and plantains 
and had the goodness to give to each mess at different times, an equal complement, and to 
be distributed to each woman equally. It is not in our power to speak too highly for his 
praiseworthy kindness and fatherly goodness to us. 
 
There has been a great deal of sickness in the ship; thank God we have lost but one woman 
and one child. We expected at one time to have lost a great number. We almost despaired 
our surgeon could ever have stood it,...there never could be a Gentleman so constantly 
attentive to unfortunate women; he was for ever below in the hospital with the poor sick - and 
never appeared satisfied but when discharging his duty. We can never be thankful enough..... 
The Captain has been very kind, and the Officer likewise, also the seamen who sailed from 
Woolwich. Madam, we are about to beg a great favour of you and the ladies, and that is if the 
expense should not be too great, and should meet with your approbation, to allow this letter 
to go to the press, as we have disconsolate friends living in different parts of England and as 
it would be likely this would meet the eye of some of them and give them great satisfaction.  
 
Madam, Your very much obliged, humble servants: Ann Unwin, Mary Jones, Sophia Davis, 
Mary Bullingham, Ann White, Mary Dale, Ann Cross, Mary Montague, Mary Snooks, 
Margaret Burt, Ann Colston, Mary Weaver. 

 

 

 

The British Society of Ladies for the Reformation of Female Prisoners was begun by a 
Quaker, Elizabeth Fry. It is widely described by biographers and historians as constituting the 
first ‘nationwide’ women's organisation in Britain. Prompted by a family friend, Fry visited 
Newgate Prison and the conditions she saw horrified her. The women's section was 
overcrowded with women and children, some of whom had not even received a trial. They did 
their own cooking and washing in the small cells in which they slept on straw. Elizabeth Fry 
wrote in the book ‘Prisons in Scotland and the North of England’ that she actually stayed the 
nights in some of the prisons and invited nobility to come, stay and see for themselves. Her 
kindness helped her gain the friendship of the prisoners and they began to try to improve 
their conditions for themselves. During her lifetime she expanded her work including a night 
shelter and a training program for nurses. Inspired by Elizabeth, Florence Nightingale took a 

group of Elizabeth’s nurses to the Crimea. Wikipedia 
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On the shipping documents of 1825, I was described as a housemaid, 4’11 ¾” tall with 

brown freckled skin, blue eyes and dark brown hair. I was assigned to the Parramatta 

Female Factory33, the destination for an estimated 5,000 convict women over its life. By 

the time I arrived, Governor Macquarie had completed a two-storey, purpose built 

factory (designed by Francis Greenway), which could accommodate 250 women. The 

Factory was multi-purpose: a place of assignment, a hospital, a marriage bureau, a 

factory (because it manufactured cloth - linen, wool and linsey Woolsey), an asylum and 

a prison for those who committed a crime in the colony. It provided the colony's first 

manufactured export producing 60,000 yards of woven cloth in 1822.  

 

 

It was here on 9 July 1827 that I was assigned 20 hours punishment ‘for concealing 

shingles’. In this same year the Factory was the site of Australia's first industrial action 

when women rioted in response to a cut in rations and poor conditions. 

On 22 August 1828 having left the Factory, I gave birth on the banks of the Hunter River 

(probably near Scone) to a daughter, Louisa. Fathered by James Schofield, Louisa was 

baptised at Maitland on 9 November. In the same year James and I were given 

permission to marry. For another ten years I served out my sentence in the Maitland 

area and finally received my Ticket of Leave on 24 July 1839. I gave birth to another 

seven children between 1829 and 1845.  

I was never really able to shake off the thieving habits of my past as my experience at 

the Parramatta Factory and an incident in Maitland indicate. On 14 January 1845, I was 

brought before the Maitland court charged with stealing five dozen buttons and one pair 

of scissors from one Letitia Harding. At my arrest, by sleight of hand I was able to ‘lose’ 

the incriminating goods and was thus found not guilty.  

                                                 
33 http://www.parragirls.org.au/female-factory.php 
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Unfortunately for me however, justice prevailed as James and I were arrested the next 

day and charged with being drunk in the street having celebrated my acquittal too well. 

We were given the choice of a five shilling fine each and costs, or four hours each in the 

stocks. What do you think we chose?  

************************ 

Janet died on 30 November 1848, aged 46. She did not live long enough to see all her 

children fully mature but would have met her first grandchild who was four years old at 

the time of her death.    

Ultimately Janet was able to put her past behind and find ‘redemption’. She is buried in 

the now ruined cemetery of St. Peter’s Maitland. Her epitaph suggests that she did find 

an inner discipline and direction that gave strength to her children. If we interpret her 

epitaph correctly, at her death James held her in very high esteem. 

************************ 

Robert Owen – abridged biography adapted 

from Wikipedia 

Robert Owen was born in Wales in 1771. His 

schooling ended at the age of 10. In 1787 he 

started work in a draper’s shop. After several 

years, he travelled to Manchester and obtained 

employment at Satterfield's Drapery in St. Ann's 

Square (a plaque currently marks the site). By 

the time he was 21 he was a mill manager in 

Manchester.   

 

Robert Owen’s entrepreneurial spirit, 

management skills and progressive moral 

views were emerging by the early 1790s. In 

1793, he was elected as a member of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical 

Society where the ideas of reformers and philosophers of the Enlightenment were 

discussed. He also became a committee member of the Manchester Board of Health 

which was set up to promote improvements in the health and working conditions of 

factory workers. During a visit to Glasgow he fell in love with Caroline Dale, the 

daughter of the New Lanark Mill's proprietor. Owen induced his partners to purchase 

the New Lanark Mill and after his marriage to Caroline in September 1799, set up home 

there. Encouraged by his great success in the management of cotton mills in 

Manchester, he sought to conduct New Lanark on higher principles and focus less on 

the commercial aspects. 

 

 
Robert Owen -  Welsh social reformer 

and one of the founders of utopian 

socialism and the cooperative 

movement 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester_Literary_and_Philosophical_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester_Literary_and_Philosophical_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manchester_Board_of_Health&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Lanark
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The New Lanark Mill was started in 1785. The water-power afforded by the falls of the 

Clyde River made it a great attraction and about two thousand people had association 

with the mill. Five hundred of them were children who were brought at the age of five or 

six from the poorhouses and charities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. The children had 

been well treated by Dale but the general condition of the workers was unsatisfactory. 

Many of them were from the lowest levels of the population; theft, drunkenness, and 

other vices were common; education and sanitation were neglected; and most families 

lived in one room. More ‘respectable’ country people refused to submit to the long 

hours and demoralising drudgery of the mills so these were the people available to 

work there. 

 

Many employers operated the ‘truck system’, whereby payment to the workers was 

made in part or totally by tokens. These tokens had no value outside the mill owner's 

‘truck shop’ where the owners were able to supply shoddy goods to the shop and 

charge top prices. A series of Truck Acts (1831–1887) stopped this abuse. The Acts 

made it an offence to pay employees anything but common currency. Owen opened a 

store where the people could buy goods of sound quality at little more than wholesale 

cost, and he placed the sale of alcohol under strict supervision. He passed on the 

savings from the bulk purchase of goods to the workers. These principles became the 

basis for the cooperative shops in Britain that continue to trade today. 

Robert Owens’ philosophy may not have redeemed Janet Angus’ early in her life but 

later experiences probably did. Robert Owen developed a personal creed points which 

included that one's character is made not by the individual but for the individual;  formed 

by circumstances over which one has no control and is not a proper subject either of 

praise or blame. These principles led to the practical conclusion that the great secret in 

the right formation of one’s character is to place the individual under the proper 

influences (physical, moral and social) from their earliest years. Janet Angus’ journey 

does suggest that even without these positive early influences, a life can be redeemed 

given later opportunities for self-direction and personal decision-making.  
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William Spencer            (1800–1855) 

Elizabeth Glendenning (1797–1874) 

- fettling, farming and floods         

 

On reflection, it was likely that William and I would be attracted to the Newcastle area 

of New South Wales as there were many features common to the region of Durham 

from where we emigrated.  

We were married in 1825 in the market town of Barnard Castle in the county of 

Durham. William was a fettler34. From Barnard Castle it is only 14 miles to Darlington, 

the terminus of the first passenger railway line 

which opened in the year of our marriage. Before 

transporting passengers, the railway line from 

Stockton to Darlington carried coal, so you could 

say that coal and railways were in our blood.  We 

left England aboard the Caroline on 19 April 1828 

with eight other fettlers who also saw opportunities 

for a new life in New South Wales. We were free 

settlers, our passage being paid, and we were 

accompanied by our two children James, born in 

November 1825 and Mary in 1827. We arrived at 

Sydney Cove on 12 September 1828.  

 

We commenced work as servants to Mr John Hawden of Elderslie. The Hawden
35

 

family had also travelled on board the Caroline. They came from Gainford36 in Durham 

and on settling in the Camden district, employed a number of other immigrants who 

arrived aboard the Caroline. We remained working in the area for some years and had 

three more children: John (1828), Elizabeth (1829) and William (1832) who were all 

born at Cobbity not far from Elderslie. By the time Margaret (1834) was born we had 

left the Camden region and moved north to West Maitland on the Hunter River. 

                                                 
34 From original unassisted passenger register. 
35 Old Colony Days, extracts from John Hawden’s  letters, Sydney Morning Herald, 26 Oct, 1929 
36 The Spencer’s probably knew the Hawden’s in Gainford. John Hawden may have paid the Spencer fares as he 
had resources and was able to rent the Elderslie property at Camden soon after his arrival. 

 

 Barnard Castle Market 

Place 

 
Barnard Castle Durham 



33 

 

 

Around Maitland we saw the familiar scene of 

horse drawn trams carrying locally hewn coal to 

the boats. Although William originally trained as a 

fettler, and he could easily have gained work on 

the local tramway, he had now developed skills in 

farming and it was in this direction that the family 

built its future. William’s fettler skills would 

however indirectly still prove useful to our family. 

The Maitland area developed in the 1920s37 when 

an overland route from the Camden area was 

discovered by John Howe, a leading Windsor 

resident.  The early settlers were ex-convicts from Newcastle and by the time we 

arrived, 159 acres on the Wallis Plain (later West Maitland) had been allocated to an 

ex-convict, Molly Morgan38. Morgan’s land was rich alluvial land on the flood plains of 

the Hunter preferred by many farmers to the small allocations zoned on the eastern 

side of the river.   

However clearing the land for farming was not an 

easy task as the area was dense rainforest with 

thick crops of cedar trees. Fortunately support 

was provided through the allocation of convict 

gangs.  

Unfortunately our farm, as for many farms on the 

western side of the river, would prove a poor 

long-term option for the family. Between 1830 and 

1834 we experienced five floods, the catalyst for 

our move away from West Maitland in 183439. 

 

                                                 
37 http://www.maitlandshowground.com.au/history 
38 In 1828 Government Surveyor Mitchell with Governor Darling and the Governor's brother in-law Will Dumaresq, 
laid down planning principles for the surveying of new townships - allotments were to be standardised at 1/2 acre 
blocks and streets laid out in a rectangular grid pattern. Main streets to be 120ft (36.6m) wide and cross streets 
84ft (26.6m). The first plan submitted on these guidelines was for East Maitland when Assistant Surveyor George 
Boyle White made preliminary surveys on flood free land. Allotments were advertised for sale in 1833 but the 
town was never built as intended as the settlers preferred Molly Morgan's settlement on the open flood plain.  
39

 Maitland's proximity to the Hunter River has resulted in a succession of floods since European settlement. Over 

200 floods have occurred on the Hunter River since settlement, 13 of those higher than the river's normal peak 
limit of 10.7 metres (35.1 ft). Of these 13, all have had a direct impact on the city of Maitland.  
The 1832 flood was severe with water reaching 8.84 m (29 ft) killing seven people. The 1834 flood water reached 
the same height.  
 

 

Early horse drawn tram at Toronto  

 
Floods were still devastating 

Maitland 121 years later – the 1955 

flood. 

 

http://www.maitlandshowground.com.au/history
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Our final move as a family was to Bolwarra which was also rich farming land but lay on 

a ridge overlooking Maitland 40. 

Between 1825 and 1848 I gave birth to a total of 11 children, the six mentioned above 

and Jane (1835), Isabella (1840), George (1842), Anne (1845) and William (1848). 

Although arriving in New South Wales as free settlers, our attitude to those who arrived 

as convicts was accepting and on the whole we were able to build good working 

relationships with them. For periods of time William was overseer of groups of convicts 

and we would regularly have convicts working on our farm.  

Of course not all convicts proved to be hard-working and reliable. In 1847, a Ticket of 

Leave convict, William Wroth, who had been working for us for a month, stole a purse 

containing a sum of five pounds, 13 shillings and sixpence. The story, recounted in 

court, was that Wroth had probably seen William giving me the money. That night I 

placed it underneath my pillow but it was gone the next morning. Wroth was 

suspiciously seen cleaning his boots on the front veranda.  Later that day one of my 

daughters found it concealed beside a stump, covered by earth and bark. The police 

later found,  leading to the stump, a set of footprints that matched Wroth’s boots. When 

brought before the court he was found guilty and sentenced to three years of work in 

chains, the harshness of this sentence due to his history of escaping from captivity41. 

The more difficult story for me to recount is that 

of our son James’ marriage to Catherine 

Foggarty42. James and Catherine were married in 

1850 but by the beginning of 1851 the 

relationship was clearly strained. After a 

particular incident, William found himself needing 

to place a notice about Catherine in the local 

paper, something which caused us all 

embarrassment. The relationship did survive this 

phase of their lives however and my grandson, also named James, was born in 1860.  

William, who died of natural causes in 1855, did not see his grandson.  

  

                                                 
40 Over 150 years later, Spencer families would still be living in the Bolwarra district. 
41 Maitland Mercury  http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/673210?searchTerm= 
42 Catherine was recorded as Foggarty on her marriage certificate. 

 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/58356245/photo/fYJH7oV3ZoeynHi_2hfP4l7Oeiqxzq4U!tZKyfbe2bjV7RT93FbBeWMOA8KlpcEk
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After major floods in 1857, when even Bolwarra was impacted and 26 people died, my 

daughters Mary, Margaret, Jane and Isabella, and their families, moved north-west 

following the railway line as it was built towards Tamworth.  

********************************** 

The grandchildren of William and Elizabeth, children of their daughters Mary and 

Margaret were born at various points along the railway track43 as it was being built. 

Thus it appears that their husbands William Duckworth and William Schofield were 

employed as fettlers thereby following in the footsteps of their father-in-law.  

                                                 
43 The first section of the Main North line was built from the port of Newcastle to Victoria Street, Maitland in 1857 
and extended to Singleton in 1863, Muswellbrook and Murrurundi in 1872, Werris Creek and west Tamworth in 
1878, Armidale in 1883 and Wallangarra, Queensland in 1888. 

Birth places of some of the Spencer grandchildren following the 

railway line. 
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William Barley            (1801 – 1873) 

Mary Ann Manning     (1802 – 1890) 

- from stealing barley to baking bread  

 

 

In view of the reasons for my transportation it 

may not seem a coincidence that on 3 March 

1882, the front page of the first edition of The 

Nepean Times advertised my son John’s 

grocery store emphasising the ‘bread and 

biscuit’ making capacity of his business.  

 

I was born to John Barley and Sarah Meadows on 4 January 1801 in the small village 

of Kelsale, Suffolk. Suffolk is a flat agricultural area known for its farm products, 

including winter crops of wheat and barley. My occupation listed on a later ship’s 

muster was one ‘who plows, milks and reaps’: in other words I was a farm labourer.  

I married Mary Ann Manning who was born on 9 April 1823, also in Kelsale. Our first 

four children were Caroline, who died soon after birth in 1823, Mary Ann (1825), 

William (1826) and Sarah Ann (1829). 

I was brought before the Suffolk Quarter Sessions in Ipswich, Suffolk on 16 January 

1829, less than a month before Sarah Ann’s birth, charged with stealing some barley. 

Despite having a very young family, I was sentenced to seven years’ transportation and 

was transferred to the prison hulk Leviathan in Portsmouth. By 22 August, I was on 

board the Sarah which arrived in Sydney Cove on 7 December 1829.  

The most distressing aspect of my arrest, conviction and transportation was that Mary 

Ann was left alone in Suffolk with three children under four years of age. In order to 

feed herself and our children she was reliant on charity, particularly the Suffolk Parish 

poor funds44.  

 

                                                 
44 Kelsale parish did have a poor house in the town where Mary probably stayed until she left for NSW. 

 

 

Kelsale, Suffolk 
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On the 1829 convict muster I was described as 5’ 5 ½” tall with a ruddy and pock-pitted 

complexion, light hazel eyes and dark brown hair45.  On arrival I was assigned to Mrs 

King, the wife of Captain Phillip Parker King on the family property called Dunheved at 

Parramatta where I worked as a stockman46.  

 I was granted my Ticket of Leave in 

July 1834. This allowed me specific 

freedoms such as the ability to acquire 

property, but it did not allow me to carry 

firearms or to board a ship. It did require 

me to attend muster and church 

services. Significant for me was that the 

Ticket gave me permission to bring my 

family out from Britain. As a result, I 

petitioned Governor Richard Bourke47 

for my family to join me. 

Unfortunately in 1835 I was convicted of 

being involved in the stealing of an ox, 

the property of Sir John Jamison, but 

the conviction did not impact on my 

receipt of a Certificate of Freedom on 

21 October 1836. On this Certificate it 

recorded that I had some distinguishing 

features: a large diagonal scar under 

the left side of my mouth, the big toe on 

my left foot inclined inwards and a blue 

scar on the third finger of my right 

hand48. 

  

                                                 
45 http://www.technispec.com/jhl/barley.htm 
46 Captain King’s eldest son, also named Philip Gidley King was a midshipman aboard the HMS Beagle (1832 - 
1836) on the continuing survey of Patagonia in the company of Charles Darwin. Captain King entertained Charles 
Darwin on Darwin's last night in Sydney in January 1836. Wikipedia 
47 Governor Richard Bourke (1833—1837) was a lifelong Whig (Liberal). He encouraged the emancipation of 
convicts and helped bring forward the ending of transportation. In this he faced strong opposition from the 
military/conservative establishment and its press.  
48 A Certificate of Freedom was a government issued document given to a convict at the end of the convict's 
sentence. This stated that the -convict had been restored to all the rights and privileges of free subjects, 
effectively now a free person and could seek out employment or leave the colony. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convict
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employment
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Mary’s decision to follow me to New South Wales would not have been easy to 

contemplate especially as she still had responsibility for our young family49. Yet she did 

emigrate and arrived at the colony in late 1836 or early 1837 with Mary Ann, William, 

Sarah Ann and Henry50. Two days before Christmas 1837, Mary gave birth to Elizabeth 

at Dunheved. In the meantime we changed our family name from Barley to Barlow. 

John Barlow51 was born on 7 January 1840. The 1841 census recorded my family living 

in a wooden house in Castlereagh. In total there were eight of us: four males and four 

females, and I still worked for Captain King and his wife. 

Between 1852 and 1855, I purchased 43 acres from Captain King. The farm was called 

the Barlows.  

________________________________________ 

William and Mary lived together in the Upper Castlereagh area until William’s death on 

14 May 1873. His body was buried in the cemetery of the Wesleyan Methodist Church 

at Upper Castlereagh. Mary died on 25 November 1890 and she is also buried there. 

 

 

  

                                                 
49 It is not clear how Mary Ann paid her passage or on which ship she travelled. The exact date of arrival is 
uncertain. 
50 Henry was born 11 October 1831, nearly two years after William had left for New South Wales. At this stage in 
my research, his father is unknown. 
51 John became an alderman on Nepean Council. 
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George Henry Barker (1812 – 1891) 

 

- from Londoner to Sydneysider 

 
 

I was born on 24 July 181252 in Cripplegate, London to Robert and Mariah (nee Crips) 

Barker and was baptised on 11 October 1812 in Saint Giles, Cripplegate.  I was the 

fourth of six children in the family. My siblings were Sophia Norris (1798), William 

Hawks (1805), Robert (1807), Matilda (1810) and Violetta Gooch (1815).  

 

My father Robert was a cloth maker granted 

Freedom of the City. In 1826 my brother 

William was also awarded this certificate. 

Given that my sisters married well, it is clear 

that I was born into a family of status and 

influence. It does also suggest that I could 

have made a very successful career by 

staying and working in London. Why did I 

then eventually move to New South Wales53? 

 

Thomas Horton James was a wealthy ship owner living in Sydney as early as 1824 

where, as a man of status, he was making recommendations to the Governor54. In 

1833 he arrived back in Sydney aboard the Ann, a ship he owned, and was 

accompanied by my sister, Matilda. They married at St James’ Church of England on 

27 March 1834.  

                                                 
52 George’s birth date has yet to be confirmed but given the birthdates of the other children, the 1812 date 
identified by other researchers suggests the most likely.  Alternatively the age at death stated on George’s death 
certificate does suggest a later date.  
53 George Henry Barker is an ancestor who did not arrive in NSW as a result of a conviction or for the purpose of 
economic advancement. It can be assumed that a sense of adventure and family connections led him to Australia.  
54 New South Wales, Australia, Colonial Secretary’s Papers, 1788-1825 for Thomas Horton James 

Cripplegate Ward, London 

Freedom of the City status is one 

that dates back to the C13.   It is an 

honour bestowed by a municipality 

upon a valued member of the 

community arising from the medieval 

practice of granting respected citizens 

freedom from serfdom. Until the 

Parliamentary Reform Bill of 1832, it 

conferred the right to vote. It was only 

in 2009 that the status was also 

available to women. 
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In 1835 while living at Parramatta, Matilda and Thomas bought land in Bridge Street, 

Sydney55 but by 1837 they had returned to London to live and raise their family in 

England. 

The events leading up to my departure from London probably began earlier in 1828 

when Captain William Doutty sailed the Eliza to Port Jackson with 150 convicts on 

board. Captain Doutty, who was later to marry my sister Violetta, captained the brig 

Governor Phillip from Hobart Town in 1826, the Eliza to Sydney in 1829-1830, and the 

Lord William Bentinck in 183256. In England therefore I heard much about the colony 

from my sister Matilda and my future brothers-in-law, William and Thomas, which whet 

my appetite for the adventure.  

Thus on 3 July 1835 I arrived in Port Jackson aboard the Jolly Rambler with my 

occupation recorded as carpenter, a trade I enjoyed for the rest of my life.  My sister 

Violetta arrived in Sydney on board the Lord William Bentinck in 1837. She married 

William Doutty in Sydney on 6 February 1838 and I was there to celebrate their 

marriage. William and Violetta eventually settled in Albany on the west coast where 

William was employed as the agent for the European and Australian Royal Mail 

Company. William died in 1862 in Albany. 

On 20 October 1840 in St Phillip’s Church of England Sydney I married a remarkable 

woman, Mary O’Connel57. We moved around Sydney and Parramatta but ultimately 

settled in Hunter’s Hill in Sydney.  After William Doutty’s death in Albany in 1862, my 

sister Violetta moved back to Sydney. We named our ninth child, born in 1863, Violetta 

but sadly she died three years after her birth.  

 

Between 1841 and 1863, Mary gave birth to nine children: Elizabeth (1841), William 

Henry (1843), Margaret (1846), Hannah (1848), George Robert (1851), Mary Ann 

(1853), James (1856), Phillip58 (1859) and Violetta (1863).  

 

*************************** 

George Barker died on 13 November 1891. At the time he was living with Mary in 

Madeline St, Hunter’s Hill. Before he died, he would have had the joy of meeting many 

of his grand-children. 

  

                                                 
55 New South Wales, Australia, Register of  Land Grants and Leases, 1792-1867 
56 Ancestry.com 
57 Mary oÇonnel’s story begins on page 43. 
58 Named Charles on Mary’s death certificate. 



41 

 

 

 

 Mary Ann O’Connel   

(1822 – 1902) 

- from Erin’s shore to the Grand Old  
Dame of Hunter’s Hill 

                                                                                      

 

My father, James O’Connel, was a carpenter/cabinet maker and was able to read and 

write. When I was born in 182159, the first-born, my mother Margaret and my father 

were living in Cork. Before we departed Ireland I had eight siblings: Timothy (1822), 

Charles (1824), Elizabeth (1826), Thomas (1828), James (1830), Michael (1833) and 

the twins, Rachel and Honora (1835). My parents’ decision to leave Ireland could not 

have been an easy one but was driven by a desire to better our living conditions and 

provide a future for their children.  

 

On 5 November 1836 we were not the poorest Irish family to depart Cork on the Lady 

McNaughton 60 but we could not be called comfortable. We certainly could not afford to 

purchase tickets above the minimal price for steerage passengers61. The Lady 

McNaughton departed Ireland with 414 emigrants, 80 female bounty passengers62 and 

a ‘super-abundance’ of potatoes. There were so many potatoes that they filled the hold 

of the ship leaving little space for anything else including the passenger’s luggage63.  

 

Our family were allocated three berths on the ship. Father shared berth 34 with Timothy 

(14), Charles (12) and Thomas (8); mother shared berth 86 with Eliza (10) and the one-

year old twins; and I shared berth 87 with James (6) and Michael (3). As one of the 

emigrants on board was a teacher, the boys were able to attend school. Unfortunately 

the girls did not have the same privilege and thus, later at my wedding, Elizabeth as my 

witness was still not able to write her name. 

                                                 
59 Other family researchers suggest Mary was born in 1820. 1821 is the more likely birth year given the year of 
James and Mary’s marriage and the age identified on Mary’s death certificate. 
60 William Doutty, later to be the brother in law of George Barker, Mary’s husband, was listed as master of the 
Lady McNaughton in 1840. 
61 I am very grateful for the research on the Lady McNaughton undertaken by Perry McIntyre and Elizabeth 
Rushen as documented in their book: Quarantined: The 1837 Lady Macnaughten immigrants 
62

 Bounty immigrants were free immigrants whose passage was paid by the colonial government under the 

`bounty scheme'. Under this scheme, an incentive or reward was paid to recruiting agents in Britain to find 
suitable skilled labour and tradespeople. They were shipped out to the new colony which urgently needed 
working class people to do the manual labour in the new and untouched land. Under the bounty scheme newly 
married couples and single men and women were given preference. Large families were rarely accepted. 
63 ‘Quarantined: The 1837 Lady Macnaughten immigrants p2 

 

Cork Ireland 
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On embarkation, we did not know that the departure of the Lady McNaughton fell 

between two emigration schemes and processes for checking the health of family 

emigrants were not in place.  Consequently this voyage was regarded as one of the 

‘worst emigrant voyages in the history of assisted emigration to Australia’.64. On arrival 

at Sydney Cove on 26 February 1837, after a terrible journey characterised by much 

sickness and death, our ship was labelled the ‘fever ship’.  

 

On reflection, I think that a particular factor in the high number of deaths on this voyage 

was that, of the 414 emigrant passengers, 111 were children under seven years of age. 

Not long after departure the Surgeon-superintendent, James Hawkins65, would 

question in his log the practicality of selecting children under three years for the voyage 

as ‘below that age the powers of life are scarcely sufficiently strong to enable them to 

endure with impunity, the change of diet, living and variety of temperatures they are 

necessarily subjected to’. It seems his judgement was accurate. 

 
At the time of our departure, scarlet and typhoid fevers were also raging onshore so 

without the usual health checks it was almost inevitable that fever would be brought 

aboard. The ship departed Cork in damp, windy and chilly weather and once at sea 

most of us became seasick. As a result of the poor weather we were unable to get up 

on deck and in the close and confined quarters, many of the passengers became sick. 

After four days, the first baby died. Over time, some 40 to 50 children became ill with 

fever and about 20 contracted measles. 

 
After two weeks at sea, weather conditions began to improve and we started to get our 

‘sea legs’. In spite of the improved conditions however, illness and death continued to 

accompany our voyage. After three weeks, seven passengers had already died. 

Throughout January sickness continued and finally impacted on our family. On 31 

January my sister Honora died and on 4 February her twin Rachel also died from 

measles. 

 

We reached the coast of Australia in early February but by 9 February there were 80 on 

the sick list including nine of the crew. On 23 February we were intercepted by HMS 

Rattlesnake and the recommendation was made that the ship and its passengers be 

placed in quarantine. By the time we disembarked at the quarantine station at Port 

Jackson on 28 February, 56 passengers and crew had died.  

                                                 
64 Quarantined: The 1837 Lady Macnaughten immigrants- p5 
65 A later Board enquiry would conclude the Surgeon-superintendent was an inappropriate appointment for 
although he was a ‘man of excellent character of respectable acquirements with regard to his professional 
knowledge, he was too inexperienced for service on an emigrant ship and lacked assertiveness to enforce the 
rules that were necessary under such conditions.  
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Even though we were now on land, conditions didn’t greatly improve as we were 

housed in tents that were insufficient in number and size. The cool damp nights and the 

February heat were also challenges to be endured. When one passenger, a Mrs 

Lapsley, died from heat exhaustion, the temperature was recorded as 1000F. We 

stayed in quarantine until 10 May but even during this time, 17 more passengers and 

crew died including the Surgeon-superintendent himself.  

 
Not only did we have to contend with the harsh 

environment but we were also subjected to the 

curiosity, hostility and actions of the local 

colonialists. In protest my father banded together 

with eight other emigrants to write a letter to the 

Sydney Monitor. On behalf of all the passengers, 

they formally objected to allegations that they 

were a ‘dirty, filthy people’, that they had been 

drawn from ‘the lowest of the low’ and that they 

could not afford a second change of clothing for 

the voyage. In response and looking to the 

future, they stated ‘we left our homes to better 

our condition’ and ‘were determined to give 

satisfaction in the exercise of our professions to 

those who may employ us’66.  

 

History shows that as a family we did ‘better our 

condition’ and built a strong base for those who 

followed.  

 
In 1840 I married George Henry Barker, changing my religion from Roman Catholic to 

Church of England.  George, like my father, was a carpenter and we built our home on 

the north side of the harbour. After the challenges and sadness of our voyage to 

Sydney, I welcomed a quieter, more domestic life and had nine children, eight of whom 

lived into adulthood. Our first child, Elizabeth, was born in 1841. Then followed William 

(1843), Margaret (1846), Hannah (1848), George (1851), Mary (1853), James (1856), 

Phillip (1859) and our last child Violetta (1863) who died suddenly in her third year. 

George sadly died in 1891.  

 

By the turn of the century, I was still living at Hunter’s Hill, on the north side of Sydney 

Harbour, surrounded by family. I had over 40 grandchildren and numerous great 

grandchildren.  

                                                 
66 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/32155291?searchTerm=sydney%20monitor%20AND%20%22james%20O
%27Connell%22&searchLimits=exactPhrase=james+O%27Connell|||anyWords|||notWords|||requestHandler||
|dateFrom=1837-03-20|||dateTo|||sortby 
 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/32155291?searchTerm=sydney%20monitor%20AND%20%22james%20O%27Connell%22&searchLimits=exactPhrase=james+O%27Connell|||anyWords|||notWords|||requestHandler|||dateFrom=1837-03-20|||dateTo|||sortby
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/32155291?searchTerm=sydney%20monitor%20AND%20%22james%20O%27Connell%22&searchLimits=exactPhrase=james+O%27Connell|||anyWords|||notWords|||requestHandler|||dateFrom=1837-03-20|||dateTo|||sortby
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/32155291?searchTerm=sydney%20monitor%20AND%20%22james%20O%27Connell%22&searchLimits=exactPhrase=james+O%27Connell|||anyWords|||notWords|||requestHandler|||dateFrom=1837-03-20|||dateTo|||sortby
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    ************************************** 

Mary Ann Barker died at home on Patrick’s Day eve, 17 March 1902. Her funeral left 

from her daughter Elizabeth’s home in North Ryde and she was buried in the Church of 

England section, Gore Hill cemetery. The following poem indicates she was well-loved. 

 
THE GRAND OLD DAME OF HUNTERS HILL    by Wyndham Tam67 
 
From Erin's shore to sunny south, 
In health and strength she sped 
Full long a gone. Now closed her mouth: 
From Earth to Heaven she's fled. 
Respect she won, affection, love, 
From all who knew her here. 
 
And now her spirit's soared above, 
Her name is held most dear. 
Her bright and cheery, pleasant way 
E'er made her welcome warm--- 
She fell as genial sunshine's ray, 
A thwart the vital storm. 
 
She loved her bible and her God, 
Was good in deed as word; 
And tho" she lies beneath the sod, 
Her voice will long be heard. 
Despite o'passing Psalmist's span, 
Of threescore years and ten, 
And ripening fourscore she began. 
 
She kept her memory keen. 
Ne'er children's children children more 
Shall gather round New Year, 
As often time of happy your, 
To greet from far and near. 
 
On Patrick's e'en she passed away from hence, 
In painless, senile peace; 
Surrounded by her caring kin, 
She closed her life's long lease. 
Sad hundreds mourn their loss, her gain; 
None hope her place to fill. 
The may ne'er be seen again 
Of the Grand Old Dame of the Hill. 

 

                                                 
67 As read at Mary’s funeral. 
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Edward Gribben Wilson  

(1814/15-1890)
68

  

 

- a second life, a second family in 
New South Wales, and a child left behind 

 

 

Although born in Belfast, Ireland, my first 

experience of family life was centred on Bury 

and Radcliffe69 in Lancashire. At that time, 

Bury70 was a mill town focussed on textile 

manufacture. It was here that I developed my 

trade as a tinsmith and here also that I married 

Elizabeth Collins in St Mary’s Church of 

England on 21 August 1838.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth and I had six children; Jane Alice (1838), Elizabeth (1843), Mary Ann (1844), 

Joseph Coulson (1846), Mary Ellen (1848) and Elizabeth Ann (1851).  

 

                                                 
68 This birth date is from a family Bible but Edward is identified as ‘age 40’ on Sarah Jane's birth certificate in 1858. 
69 Both Bury and Radcliffe are now part of Greater Manchester. 
70 Wikipedia identifies over 80 mills operating in Bury at any one time. 

 

 

Hard Times Cotton Mill Girls  
– as sung by Hedy West 
 
I worked in the cotton mill all my life 
Ain’t got nothing but a barlow knife 
It’s hard times cotton mill girls 
Hard times everywhere  
It’s hard times cotton mill girls 
Hard times everywhere 
Hard times cotton mill girls 
Hard times everywhere 
When I die don’t bury me at all 
Just hang me up on the spinning room 
wall 
And pickle my bones in alcohol  

It's hard times cotton mill girls, 

Belfast, Ireland 

An operating mill in Bury, Lancashire 
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My dear wife Elizabeth died after the birth of our sixth child Elizabeth Ann.  Both Mary 

Ann and Joseph Coulson died in 1846 and when I decided to emigrate to New South 

Wales, I made the difficult decision to leave my baby daughter Elizabeth Ann with 

adopting parents in Lancashire. 

Working in the mills allowed 

me to develop skills and 

gain recognition for my 

inventiveness. Although my 

interest and ability may 

have led to progress in the 

factory, my grief and the 

desire for my daughters to 

have the chance for a 

better life led to my decision 

to emigrate.  

I left Liverpool on 13 

December 1852 with three daughters Jane Alice (13), Elizabeth (9) and Mary Ellen (4). 

We arrived at Sydney Cove on 1 May 1853 having sailed from Port Phillip Bay via 

Launceston. In Sydney, as a galvanised iron worker, I developed and operated a 

business in George Street71.  

On 9 January 1857 I married Elizabeth Barlow 

in the Penrith Wesleyan Church. I was 42 and 

Elizabeth was 19. We made our home in 

Sydney where our first four children were born: 

Sarah Jane (1858), Mary Ann72 (1859), William 

(1861) and Emily (1864). By the time our fifth 

child Annie was born in 1867, we had moved to 

Penrith where Elizabeth had grown up.  

In the mid 1870’s we moved to Bathurst where I 

continued in business, advertising my products 

through the Western Independent73. Eventually 

Elizabeth and I moved back to Penrith where 

we lived with our daughter Emily74. 

                                                 
71 Sands Directory  
72 Mary Ann was probably named after the first Mary Ann Wilson who died in England before she was two. 
73 Western Independent   Feb 21  1878 
74 Edward died in 1890. Emily was married in her mother’s home in Penrith in 1892. Elizabeth died in 1924.  

To consumers and dealers in 
Kerosene Oil. 
The Mount Kembla Works are now 
producing the Purest, Brightest, and 
Safest Oil ever offered in Bathurst 
The undersigned is the Agent for 
this district, and only requests a 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER 
BRANDS to PROVE ITS 
SUPERIORITY. 
Sold in any quantity, from half-pint 
to 1000 cases, 
E.G.WILSON, T I N S M I T H 

Advertisement: 
Western Independent 
 

PATENT 
To Edward Gribben Wilson, of Bury, in the county of 
Lancaster, tin-plate worker, for his invention of certain 
improvements in the construction of tin drums or rollers 
used in the machinery for drawing, spinning, doubling, 
twisting, and throwing cotton, wool, silk, flax, and other 
fibrous substances. [Sealed 1st August, 1848.] 
 
These improvements in the construction of tin drums or 
rollers, used in the machinery for drawing, spinning, 
doubling, twisting, and throwing cotton, wool, silk, flax, and 
other fibrous substances, apply to the construction of the 
drums or rollers usually employed in such machinery for the 

purpose of driving the spindles.– As quoted in Ancestry.com 
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Esther Hetta (Hetty) Osborne  

                      (1818-1899)  

Henry Rivett (1818-1876) 

- true entrepreneurial spirit 

                                                                                                             

As Hetty Osborne75, I married Henry Rivett in Hundon, Suffolk in 183976. Henry and I 

were born in Hundon and after our marriage we made our home in the village with our 

families nearby77.  Initially we lived with Henry’s father John, and his sister Hannah in 

Keddington Road78. We later lived in our own home in North Street79. Hundon 

baptismal records80 indicate that both our families had lived in the village for over 150 

years so it is understandable that our decision to leave was not easy. 

As both our fathers worked as labourers81, the prospects for a better life in New South 

Wales were appealing. Such a move would be especially challenging for before we left 

the shores of England I had given birth to six children: John82 (1840), John (1842), 

Sarah Hannah (1846), Walter (1848), William (1851) and Oliver (1853)83.  

It was an unpromising start to our new life when the  small steamer, the Aja,  on which 

we were travelling to Plymouth as our point of departure to New South Wales, was 

wrecked five miles out84. Eventually we arrived at Plymouth but as a result of losing all 

our belongings we were virtually destitute.  Within three weeks however, we were able 

to gather together enough to begin our journey as assisted migrants aboard the 

Samuel Boddington.  

                                                 
75 Hetty took the name Esther later in her life. 
76 Esther and Henry Rivett’s story as recounted here was built upon the excellent research undertaken by Alan 
McRae and Carol Churches as recorded in Kelso Village Book 1. 
77 According to Hundon church records Esther had a twin sister and younger triplet siblings. Henry appears to also 
have had extended family in Hundon. 
78

 1841 Census 
79 1851 Census 
80 Hundon baptismal records 
81 Hundon baptismal records 
82 Died young 
83 Each of the boys was baptised with Henry as their second name. 
84 All the family were rescued safely with Oliver reaching shore on the back of a soldier. 

 
Hundon, Suffolk 
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After 114 days at sea we arrived at Port Jackson on 17 February, 185585.  In Hundon, 

Henry had worked as a blacksmith where he developed engineering skills so he was 

soon recruited to the Chapman Brothers, engineers in the Haymarket, Sydney. This 

though was not to be the place where, as a family, we would put down our roots86. 

It was a shared vision of Henry and George Chapman that the Bathurst Plains87 would 

be an excellent place to ‘establish an engineering shop, where anything from a horse-

shoe to a bullock wagon would be turned out quickly and efficiently’.88 It took 24 days 

for our family, George Chapman89 and our bullock drays to catch sight of the Bathurst 

plains.  Henry helped George establish his engineering shop opposite the Black Bull 

Hotel in Bathurst. It took another 12 months to fully realise the dream for our own 

business which Henry and I had long nurtured. 

 

In 1856 we heard that a Mr Davis, who owned a small blacksmith’s shop, had it up for 

sale in Kelso just out of Bathurst. We believed that the business had excellent 

prospects as it was on the corner of Sydney and Kelso Roads,90 a busy intersection on 

the road to the goldfields. Mr Davis accepted our offer and so once again we were on 

the move with the family and all our household furniture being rowed across the 

Macquarie River near to the present Denison Bridge. 

 

  

                                                 
85 Kelso Village Book 1 
86 The Rivett’s first home was in Wattle Street, Sydney. 
87 The first payable gold had been discovered in 1851 at Ophir, 35 kilometres from Bathurst.  
88 As quoted in Kelso Village Book.  No source identified. 
89

 Esther and Henry appear to have been able to make strong friendships quickly as the captain of the Samuel 
Boddington allowed the family to stay on the ship until they found suitable lodgings in Sydney and presumably 
George Chapman was the son of if not one of the Chapman brothers. 
90 Walter Henry Rivett would later recall the early gold rush times when Chinamen began to stream into the 
diggings at Turon. Droves of the ‘celestials’ would come singing along the Kelso road and at night, camp on the 
block adjacent to the coach-building premises  .... No sooner had they arrived, than carts came from Bathurst with 
fresh bread and sugar, and the sons of the orient were always big customers’  Kelso Village Book 1 

Rivett Bros Wagon Works, Kelso. From an original painting by Mary Roberts 
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Initially our business was focused on the production of agricultural implements 

including wooden ploughs. Gradually the boys were brought into the business and at 

the 1861 Bathurst Show, the Rivett brothers were the most successful exhibitors.  

Within a few years we were able to expand the business into coach-building. 

 

We built both two and four-wheeled vehicles, emulating American and English designs 

for buggies, spring carts, and other carriage and work vehicles. Carriages, with their 

special suspension for added comfort were designed to carry people as compared to 

carts and wagons which were used for work and had no suspension.  

 

 
                                                   A suspended frame 
 

The two-wheeled sulky which was a light carriage designed for one person, had a 

canopy over the top with roll up sides and was just one of our ‘specials’. As many 

families managed to purchase at least one 'family vehicle', it is easy to understand 

why our business did so well. As the business grew, so did the number and variety 

of gigs, sulkies, buggies and carts. One was even named the 'Kelso buggy'. 

Although not the first wagon and buggy establishment to set up in Kelso, our family 

business was very successful earning a reputation for quality and service91. 

  

Together with family business success there was also sadness. After coming to 

New South Wales, I gave birth to two more children: George, born in 1857 and 

Esther in 1858. Sadly Esther was burnt and died in an accident when she was five. 

 

Our sons were each involved in the business: Walter92 and John were blacksmiths; 

Bill and Oliver the body makers; and George our youngest, was the artist or 

‘brushman’. He decorated the coaches and helped to set us apart with his 

scrolling, pin-striping and sign-writing skills. George had a confident hand and his 

tools of trade were a thumb palate, a rest stick, dividers, writing pencils and an 

assortment of sable hair brushes. Lettering was given a three dimensional ‘look’ 

and gold leaf was popular on customers’ monograms and coats of arms. Later it 

was Walter, working freehand, who painted the pleasing designs that passed the 

critical examination of the teamsters93.   

                                                 
91 Kelso Village Book 1 p167 
92 In 1863 Walter Rivett was appointed as one of six special constables after a visit from Ben Hall the bushranger.  
He was 15 at the time. 
93 Kelso Village Book 1 
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In 1882 Rivett Wagon Works took the first prize for wagons and drays at the 

Bathurst Show making them renowned throughout New South Wales, Queensland 

and South and Western Australia. Several years after the arrival of the railway, a 

special ramp was constructed at the Kelso Railway Station to facilitate the loading 

of Rivett wagons, such was the importance of our business for the town. In August 

1895, Rivett Wagon Works completed the largest wagon we had ever built. The 

Bathurst Times described it thus: the wagon is the most perfect specimen of the 

wheel-wrights work, both material and workmanship being of the very best… It was 

22ft 6in long and 8ft wide, hind wheels 6ft 6in high with an 18in hub and 3 ½ in 

axle. It was designed to carry 20 tons. 

 

 
 

Rivett Wagon Works approx 1910 – probably including Walter Henry Rivett, (Henry) Walter Rivett, 

Duncan Rivett and George Rivet94 
 

 

, 

                                                 
94 This photo is part of the Bathurst Heritage trail at the corner of Sydney and Kelso roads. 

      A Rivett wagon - as the name suggests!  
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My dear Henry died in 1876 at the age of 57, his death no doubt hastened by his 

‘painstaking labours and characteristic thoroughness applied to each job’95. He 

was buried in the grounds of the Holy Trinity Church of England in Kelso 96 

alongside our daughter Esther. The continued success of Rivett Wagon Works was 

now dependent upon the boys and myself97, as I continued my involvement in the 

business98. It continued to grow, establishing and enhancing its reputation and 

becoming one of the biggest in western New South Wales.  

   
Ultimately, due to advancing ill health, I retired from any active involvement in the 

business but I had the joy of knowing twenty grandchildren and watching some 

introduced into the business as apprentices99. 

 

   

 

 

  

                                                 
95 Kelso Village Book 1 p169 
96 The Holy Trinity Church at Kelso (now a suburb of Bathurst) was completed in 1835, though the Anglican parish 
was established a decade earlier. It was the first church erected west of the Blue Mountains and also the first 
Anglican church to be consecrated in Australia. 
97 It has been written that  Mrs Rivett was considered a woman of sound judgement  and great common sense , 
and it was considered that her wise counsels had much to do with the ensuing success of the business over which 
she always exercised a controlling influence’ Kelso Village Book 1 p173 
98 Applicants for advertised apprentice positions applied to Mrs Rivett. 
99 A later joke became popular around Kelso. Why is the Denison Bridge like Kelso? Answer: Because there are so 
many Rivetts/rivets in it. 

 
The first of many Rivett 

gravestones at Holy Trinity Kelso 
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Duncan McPhee Bulloch (1818-1864)  

Margaret Mitchell       (1817-1900)  

 
- a new opportunity ends in tragedy 

 
 

 

Due to the lack of any accurate record of Duncan and Margaret’s life together, this 

biography is presented in the third person. It begins in the 1680s, some eight 

generations before Duncan Bulloch was born, offering insight into the strong traditional 

life from which Duncan separated in order to emigrate to New South Wales in 1856. 

 

John and Jonnat Baloch100 married in the mid 1680s in Kirkintilloch, the site of an 

original Roman fort at the northern extremity of the Roman Empire. It is approximately 

12 kilometres north-east of Central Glasgow101 and was a significant town in Scottish 

history. On 3 January 1746 the retreating Jacobite army of Charles Stuart made its way 

through Kirkintilloch on its way back from Derby. On the march to Falkirk and ultimately 

Culloden, one of the Highland army's stragglers was shot dead at the town cross by a 

man hidden in a barn. On hearing of the murder, Charles halted his army on the Kilsyth 

road and threatened to turn back and burn the town. The town magistrates persuaded 

him to continue marching in return for an unspecified payment, thus sparing the town. 

 

At this time the primary industry in the region 

was handloom weaving. Handloom weavers 

were mainly men due to the strength needed to 

batten. They worked from home sometimes in 

a well-lit attic or in the second room of a two-

room dwelling. Handloom weavers lived in a 

typical ‘But n Ben’ cottage; the ‘But’ was fitted 

out with from one to six handlooms and the 

‘Ben’ was used as a combined kitchen/ 

bedroom/living room by the family.  

  

                                                 
100  I am indebted to Janet Healey who researched the Bulloch family history. A Wizard of Oz: A Bulloch family 
history. National Library of Australia 
101 The Monkland and Kirkintilloch Railway was an early mineral railway running from a colliery at Monklands to 
the Forth and Clyde Canal at Killintilloch Scotland. It was the first public railway in Scotland.  

 

               Killintilloch Scotland 

A typical handloom of the time 
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It is probable that John Bulloch was a weaver102. Later Kirkintilloch would become one 

of the hotbeds of the industrial revolution in Scotland, led by the weavers. These 

stirrings accompanied the emergence of a booming textile industry in the area and by 

1790, there were 185 weavers working there. 

 

The Baloch103 name belongs to the MacDonald clan and the earliest recognition of the 

family line was John and Jonnat’s son Alexander who was baptised on 13 September 

1686. Alexander had at least two other siblings: John, born in 1688 and Christian born 

in 1690. It is assumed that the family were members of the Church of Scotland which 

had broken from Rome after the protestant reforms led by John Knox some 100 years 

before. 

 

   

On 24 March 1707, Alexander Baloch married Elizabeth Thomsone. The marriage was 

registered in the County of Cumbernauld, and eight months later in the County of 

Kirkintilloch. Following the registration of their marriage, Alexander and Elizabeth 

moved to Kilsyth which is approximately halfway between Glasgow and Stirling, in 

North Lanarkshire. Here their son John was born and later baptised on 25 June 1709.  

 

John(1),104 like his father learnt to become a weaver and on 16 May 1734, married Mary 

Brash at Cumbernauld.  He became a top-class weaver and a highly respected citizen 

and businessman in the area.  

 

John(1) and Mary had seven children, the last two being born after the family moved to 

New Monkland. John developed quite a reputation while in Cumbernauld evidenced by 

reference to him in the following reminiscences: He (Zechariah Anderson)105 learnt his 

trade (weaving) from a John Bulloch who lived in North Street. This John Bulloch was a 

                                                 
102 Most historical material linked to family events has been sourced from Wikipedia. 
103 Later spelt as Bulloch 
104 This John is likely to be the first in the line to change his family name to Bulloch. 
105 Zechariah’s indenture is the oldest known surviving indenture of an Airdrie weaver and dates from 1759. 

Typical C17 and C18 weaver's cottages 
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very learned weaver and a good scholar and was by many distant from Aidrie, thought 

to be a Wizard. One day when in Cumbernauld the good had heard of his coming and 

turned out at their doors to see him. He knew why so he took out the case of his 

glasses and pointed to each, wherein each vanished, shut and barred their doors106. As 

part of Zechariah’s indenture he was taught to read and write, presumably by John 

Bulloch. In 1781 Zechariah became the first chairman of the Airdrie Weaver’s Society, 

something of which John Bulloch was no doubt proud. 

 

The next John Bulloch(2) was born on 5 November 1738. John(2) appears to have 

parented his son John(3) out of wedlock to Agnes Grey. This third John in succession 

was born probably in 1765 although Agnes was accusing John(2) of being the father of 

her unborn child before the Kirk Sessions as early as 1764. John(3) was ultimately 

recognised as rightful heir in a ‘Heritable disposition’ signed on 3 February 1776. 

 

 
Airdrie's weaver's cottages 1910

107
  

By 1795 the half dozen or so streets of Airdrie were lined with the thatched cottages of 

the weavers and their families. Despite the sometimes strained relationship, both 

John(2) and John(3) worked in the weaving industry and both were active members of 

the Airdrie Weavers Society.  

 

In January 1808 the third John Bulloch married Catherine McFee, and just over a year 

after their marriage, they had their first child. Probably as a result of the breakdown in 

the relationship between John(3) and his father, their first son was not named John but 

instead, Gabriel Miller Bulloch, a decision that broke not only Scottish traditional 

naming patterns but a tradition followed by the last three generations of the family108.  

 

                                                 
106 Reminiscences from Aidrie J W Anderson published 1894 
107 See http://www.airdrieparks.org.uk/documents/5_WeavingA1.pdf  for ‘Airdrie’s Weaving Heritage’ and a 

picture of the ‘Airdrie Weavers Society’ banner. 
108 A Wizard of Oz p16 This perhaps reflected the strained relationship between father and son. 

http://www.airdrieparks.org.uk/documents/5_WeavingA1.pdf
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John(3) and Catherine had eight children in total. Duncan Bulloch, their seventh child, 

was born on 5 May 1818 in New Monckland109. Duncan married Margaret Mitchell in 

June 1842. Although Duncan’s family had been weavers for generations, and at the 

time of their marriage Margaret was also a handloom weaver, the census of 1851 

records Duncan’s occupation as ironstone miner.  

 

Essential to their family life at the time was the protestant work ethic learnt through their 

Presbyterianism. If books existed in the cottage, they included a copy of the Bible and 

Thomas Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. In the home, the women would spin the 

thread they needed and attend to ‘finishing’. They obtained their thread from the 

spinning mill and worked as outworkers on a piecework contract. Women later took to 

weaving but over time, competition from the power looms drove down the piece rate 

and home-based weaving families existed in increasing poverty. 

 

So the handloom weavers were losing their livelihood to the giant steam-driven looms 

and there were declining opportunities in the Scottish mining industry. This was 

probably the reason that Duncan and Margaret considered leaving their homeland. 

During the 1850s, positions for coal miners and farm labourers in Australia were 

frequently advertised in Glasgow newspapers. At the time of Duncan’s departure from 

Scotland, gold discoveries in New South Wales were also exciting the adventurous. To 

facilitate this movement of emigrants, ships were regularly travelling between the Clyde 

River and Australia110. 

 

Duncan departed Glasgow alone aboard the clipper ship Donald Mackay arriving at 

Port Phillip via Liverpool on 26 August 1855. The ship’s log notes Duncan as a ‘single’ 

passenger. Records over the next few years are unclear but it is possible that Duncan 

sailed a number of times between Glasgow and Australia, possibly on one trip travelling 

with his son John111.  

 

At some point Duncan and Margaret made 

the decision to move the family permanently 

to Australia  and it is likely that Margaret and 

her then six children: John(14), 

Margaret(11), James(8), Duncan(4) and the 

twins Catherine and Janet(1) travelled to 

Australia as unassisted passengers aboard 

the  John Owen arriving at Port Phillip in 

September 1858112.  

 

                                                 
109 Airdrie and New Monkland are now part of North Lanarkshire, approximately 20 kms west of Glasgow city. 
110 Fife Herald 10 June 1852   http://www.scottishmining.co.uk/219.html 
111 See ‘A Wizard of Oz’ for possible clues. 
112 This information was made available by another researcher but has not been confirmed. 

Port Phillip 1862 
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After Margaret re-connected with Duncan, probably in Port Phillip, the family moved 

from the goldfields of Victoria northwards following the migration of other miners. Over 

six years the family traversed 750 kilometres following gold discoveries and mining 

opportunities. During this time Margaret and Duncan lost two of their children: Duncan 

and Janet.  

 

Gold had been discovered on a private tract of land to the south east of the growing 

town of Orange. It proved to be a very rich source of gold whose life extended from the 

very beginnings of the NSW gold rush in 1851 through to early in the 20th century. 

Near the end of 1864, the family arrived at the tiny village of Lucknow113, a community 

near Orange which supported the surrounding mines. 

 

 
 

 

It is not clear how successful Duncan and his son John were in mining gold but in all 

probability the family lived a hand-to-mouth existence in often very difficult physical 

conditions, Ultimately their endeavours resulted in tragedy with the death of Duncan in 

a mining accident. 

 

 

                                                 
113 Lucknow was named as a memorial to the ‘siege of Lucknow’ in India. At this time it was owned by William 
Charles Wentworth. 

Miners and mineshaft - Lucknow 
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The following story appeared in the Bathurst Times during the last week of 1864. 

 
The tragedy would have had a major impact on the family. Margaret was left a widow 

with three dependents114 although John aged 22, was an adult and would have 

provided support. Daughter Margaret (16), James (14) and Catherine (9) would have all 

been required to take on additional responsibilities early in life.  

The story of Margaret’s life after Duncan’s death is unclear as there appear to be few 

records. Tragedy continued to impact on her life however with her son John dying at 

the age of 32, also as a result of a mining accident. Even her death is uncertain 

although the family Bible115 offers the date as 3 August 1900. There is no record of her 

death in the Births, Deaths and Marriages Register and no recorded burial116.  

                                                 
114

 Janet died in February 1859, five months after the family arrived in Australia. 
115 Wizard of Oz p48  
116 An interesting insight into the Bulloch family is noted by Janet Healey in her Wizard of Oz: A Bulloch family 
history, Commenting on the lack of records for Margaret and baby Janet’s deaths, ‘The genetic chauvinism of 
many of the males in the Bulloch family is well-known but they were also men of great honour and integrity, with 
a strong sense of respect and responsibility; so it is sincerely hoped and believed that Margaret and Janet are not 
amongst these ‘unidentified’ entries’ P46. 

                        DEATH FROM FALLING DOWN A MINESHAFT 

 

A fatal and shocking occurrence took place on Saturday night last or early on Christmas 

morning. It appears that on Saturday evening a poor fellow named Duncan Bulloch, had 

been in company with some friends and left the about 10 pm perfectly sober, for the 

purpose of going to his tent after which he was not seen alive. Not having arrived at 

home his family became uneasy and, early on Sunday a search was made for him; at 

length, he was found at the bottom of a shaft quite dead. When brought to the surface, 

the body presented a most frightful appearance, the skull was completely smashed – in 

falling his head must have struck against some of the protruding rocks at the sides, or 

against the framework in the shaft; death must have been instantaneous. The deceased 

has left a wife and a numerous family, who are almost entire strangers, having arrived 

here a very few days prior to the sad occurrence. Upon enquiries being made, it was 

ascertained that the whole family was in a most destitute condition. A collection was 

immediately set on foot, and in about two hours, the sum of 30 pounds, including five 

pounds from the Lucknow Relief Fund was obtained. The greatest commiseration is felt 

for the poor fellow and his family. Where his body was found was not more than seventy 

or eighty yards from the spot where his friends parted from him, and right in the direction 

of his tent, Deceased had the reputation of being a steady and industrious man. 
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Phillip Mugridge  (1830-1894) 

Isabella Kingwell (1826-1892) 

 

- building a new future 

 

Ashburton117 in Devon had been my 

family’s home for as long as living 

memory and birth records for our family 

can be traced back to 1640. To leave this 

town and travel to an unknown future on 

the other side of the world was not a 

decision that I would take lightly and 

would not be without some pain.  

I was born third of six sons to Thomas 

Shepheard Mugridge and Letitia Wills. 

My father was a cabinetmaker and it was 

thus almost inevitable that I would learn 

to work with wood, as my brothers also. 

The challenge my brothers and I had was 

that the family business was not going to 

support all of us and thus the idea of 

emigrating became an attractive option.  

 

Ashburton, Devon 

 

  

                                                 
117 Ashburton was the first place to elect a candidate of the ‘Official Monster Raving Loony Party’ to public office. 
The candidate was Alan Hope, a local publican, who was elected unopposed to Ashburton Town Council in 1989. 
He subsequently became Deputy Mayor and later Mayor of Ashburton. 
 

 

Ashburton’s past prosperity had been based on 
both the tin mining of Dartmoor and the woollen 
industry with the river providing ample power for 
the many mills that lined its banks. Ashburton 
was one of Devon’s four stannary towns which 
had a principal function of collecting tin for further 
processing. Tin was mined in the area as far 
back as Roman times and Ashburton was 
designated a stannary town about 1285 AD, one 
of only four in Devon. Stannary towns were 
important centres for the trade of tin as all rough 
smelted tin had to be weighed and checked for 
quality prior to stamping and export. Ashburton’s 
importance as the main stannary town peaked in 
1515 when nearly 40% of Devon's tin was sold 
there. By the early 1700s the trade had all but 
died out though small amounts have been mined 
even up to comparatively recent times.  

Ashburton, Devon 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Official_Monster_Raving_Loony_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howling_Laud_Hope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor
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On 21 April 1856 I married Isabella Kingwell in St Pancras Church of England, London.  
 

We decided to emigrate and left Liverpool on 15 July 1857 sailing aboard the 

Boanerges under Captain William Skeene. On board were 476 government immigrants: 

70 married couples, 109 married men, 121 single women, 48 boys and 58 girls. Most of 

the immigrants were from Cambridgeshire and the English Midlands so having 

originated in Devon, we were unusual.  

 

On the day of our arrival in Australia, 26 October 1857, our first child was born. We 

named him Henry Australia118 Mugridge after the land where we would create a future 

for ourselves and our children. At the time of our arrival, many emigrants to Australia 

were heading west in pursuit of gold which five years previously had been discovered 

in productive quantities at Ophir and surrounding regions. Isabella and I thus headed 

for Bathurst where we heard of a rapidly growing town in need of experienced builders. 

I began work as an itinerant builder and in 1860 my brother William joined me. In the 

meantime Isabella had given birth to our first daughter Isabella (1859). Elizabeth was 

born three years later in 1862. 

In 1873 William and I identified an 

opportunity to establish a timber works 

and under the name ‘Mugridge 

Brothers’, purchased a two and a 

quarter acre block of land on the 

corner of Russell and Rankin Streets, 

Bathurst. We set out to build a 

business that would rival any similar 

outside of Sydney. The strength of our 

business was the variety of products 

and services we were able to offer, and 

the importance we placed on good 

relations with our workforce. For us 

there was no artificial distinction 

between capital and labour and we 

prided ourselves on both the absence 

of industrial disputes and the length of 

service to the firm by many of our 

employees. 

 

                                                 
118 The name ‘Australia’ was first used to describe the continent by Matthew Finders in 1805. 
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The strength of the relationships we had with our employees can be seen from this 

record of an ‘employee farewell’ to my brother William, just before he and his wife Mary 

left for a holiday in England. It was reported in the Bathurst Free Press and Mining 

Journal119.  

 

 

Another key to success 

was our willingness to 

build capital by accessing 

the best equipment 

available and thus 

investing in modern 

improvements and 

emerging technologies120. 

We were always seeking 

out new opportunities to 

improve productivity121. 

                                                 
119 Banquet to Mr William Mugridge Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal, Thursday 11 March 1886. 
120 Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal, 3 December 1889. 
121 Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal 18 March 1882 

18 March 1882 – ADVANCEMENT. — Messrs. Mugridge 

Brothers, timber-merchants, of this city, are apparently determined 

to keep pace with the times. They have made arrangements for 

working a telephone between their two yards here about half-a-

mile distant from each other having had the necessary posts 

erected along the line of streets between them. The connection 

will be made very shortly. We believe that the Messrs. Mugridge 

purchase the instruments for use and pay the Government a few 

pounds per annum for the use of the wire line, which is erected by 

the Government. This enterprising firm can claim the honor of 

being the first to introduce the new method of communication over 

the mountains.  

 

The chairman ... said that they were about to lose their kind and liberal employer. Bathurst 

could not afford to lose such men as Mr Mugridge, even for a short time, for when they left, 

they left a place to be filled. His business entitled him to respect, for manufacturers were all 

too scarce in this country. Many started only to break down, and that meant loss to those 

employed, for in moderate-sized places like their own, which permanently employed 50-60 

hands, they represented that over 100 mouths were daily filled by them. To keep all these 

hands busy, a master had to have his eyes open and his brain employed. That things went 

smoothly between Messers. Mugridge Bros. and their hands, that pleasant gathering clearly 

indicated. 

..... William Mugridge replied  .... He thought that when capital and labour were at war, it was 

generally as much the fault of capital as of labour. Each had its rights, but it must not be 

forgotten that capital was frequently unscrupulous in its dealings. In order to keep pace with 

others, employers often cut down prices lower and lower, and gave wages which would 

barely suffice to keep body and soul together. They remembered Hood’s song of the shirt. 

This represented the grinding down of labour by capital, he hoped such grinding down would 

never take place in Australia.... The grinding down was the crime of capital, and he, for one, 

did not blame the working men for combining to resist oppression. 
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Over time, mainly due to ill-health, I withdrew from the business leaving the 

management to my brother William and my son Hugh.  In 1888 a Centennial History of 

New South Wales was produced in which the second volume identified key individuals 

and businesses throughout the colony. To our satisfaction, Mugridge Bros was l 

described well:122 

 

My dear wife Isabella died in 1892 following which I lived with my son Hugh. Although 

the business did experience some financial difficulties123 and William ultimately moved 

to New Zealand, it continued profitably under the management of my son. 

 

********************************** 

Phillip Mugridge died in 1894 and the excerpt below indicates he was a well-respected 

member of the community. He is buried in the Bathurst Cemetery beside Isabella. 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
122 http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/NSW-ORANGEBATHURST/1999-05/0926812022 
123 A solvency certificate was issued in 1887. File no. 22492 

MUGRIDGE BROTHERS, timber merchants and builders, Russell and Rankin Streets 
Bathurst, established themselves in 1873 in their present works having previously carried 
on business in the district as builders. The trade done embraces all branches of the 
timber industry, and is extensive and flourishing. The plant comprises a large breaking 
down frame, circular saw bench, jobbing benches for cutting timber of all sizes, a large 
twenty-seven foot band saw for re-sawing, a Fay's planeing machine working up to twenty 
four inches in width, ten ton overhead crane for lifting and carrying logs, large iron-turning 
lathe, Ransome's general joiner and smaller planer for mouldings and minor work, a 
sandpapering machine, emery tanite grinder and circular saw bench with twelve inch 
Fay's surface planer. All of these appliances are driven by a thirty horsepower engine, 
making it altogether one of the most complete and modern plants outside of Sydney. The 
grounds covered by the works, timber sheds, etc., comprise two and a quarter acres, and 
the whole concern gives employment to ten horses and thirty hands. The firm have a 
complete turnout of lorries, timber carriages, and in fact all the vehicles necessary for the 
conduct of a large and growing business. Mr W. Mugridge is a native of England, was 
born in Devonshire in 1839, and in 1860 came to Australia. Mr H Mugridge is a native of 
New South Wales.                                    
                                     The Aldine Centennial History of New South Wales, Illustrated. 

 

The many friends of Mr. Phillip Mugridge will regret to hear that the attack of 
bronchitis from which he was suffering, this morning terminated in death. Up to the 
time of this seizure — about three weeks ago — the deceased gentleman was in 
good health, and hopes were entertained last week that he would be shortly about 
again; but he suffered a relapse, and despite the efforts of his medical attendant and 
members of his family to check the disease it proved fatal, as stated. Mr. Mugridge 
was 63 years of age, and for many years carried on a large timber trade in Bathurst 
in conjunction with his brother. Shortly after the failure of that firm Mrs. Mugridge 
died, and for some time Mr. Mugridge has resided with his son, Mr. H Mugridge, he 
having joined him in the business now being carried on in Russell-street. It was at the 
residence of his son that he died. Mr. Mugridge was held in the highest esteem by all 
in the community, and by his death Bathurst loses one of its most exemplary citizens. 
 Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal 27 Jan 1894 
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Martin Jensen 

(1847-1917)  

- a new language, a new life and  
a new citizen 

 

 

 

 

I was born in Svendborg a town on the island of 

Funen in the south central part of Denmark on the 29 

April 1847124. Located at the head of a bay, 

Svendborg has a natural harbour that lends itself to 

seafaring and trade. In the late Middle Ages, 

Svendborg was one of the most important trading 

centres in Scandinavia. I was proud to call myself a 

Dane who came from Svendborg125. 

 

 

From the 8th to the 10th centuries, Danes, 

Norwegians and Swedes were known as Vikings 

and as such colonized, raided, and traded in all 

parts of Europe. The Danish Vikings were most 

active in the British Isles and Western Europe 

conquering and settling parts of England, Ireland 

and France where they founded Normandy.  

 

It seems natural that I would look towards the 

sea for my future. Family historians will describe 

me as a sail-maker which may explain a family 

love for the water126.   

 

 

                                                 
124 Martin’s family of origin has yet to be identified but he could have been born to Rasmus Jensen and Karoline 
Rasmussen. The 1860 Danish census record this Svenborg family as having an eldest son Martin, who was 12.  
125 Martin called it Swenburgh on the application for his certificate of naturalization. 
126 Iain Jensen (23/5/1988) from Belmont won a sailing gold medal at the 2012 Olympic Games 49ers class with 
Nathan Outteridge.  Iain may be a descendent of Martin Jensen. This is yet to be determined. 

 

Svendborg, Denmark 

 

 

        Svendborg Museum  c1560 

       Svendborg Harbour 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Isles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy
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I left Denmark via the cargo ship William Hensen. On departure I did not state that I 

was leaving to emigrate which was contrary to the normal practice at the time for those 

intending to do so127.   

 

My application for citizenship, which I filled out 

in 1911, records that I arrived in Sydney in 

January 1871.128 I was therefore 23 years old 

when I set foot on Australian soil. Family 

historians would suggest that I ‘jumped ship’ in 

Sydney. For whatever reasons, I made a 

personal decision to build a future in this new 

land129. 

 

Whereas many immigrants arriving in Sydney headed west towards the goldfields, I 

headed north where the prospects for labourers were better. I resided in Quirindi130 for 

four years where I worked hard while learning this new language and culture131. 

 

 

It was while working at Quirindi that I met Sarah Ann 

Mason (nee Schofield). Sarah had been married to 

Thomas Charles Mason and had two children, 

Thomas Charles junior and George. It was here that 

Sarah and I would begin a relationship which lasted 

over thirty years till her death in 1910132.  

 

  

                                                 
127 Danish emigration records.  Martin may have intended to return to Denmark. 
128 The only record of an M Jensen arriving at around that time was on the ship Gazelle which arrived in Sydney on 
31 March 1873. The seaman was 26 years old. There is no record found yet of a ship called William Hensen. Early 
shipping records are incomplete. 
129 Most Danes who emigrated after 1865 did so for economic reasons. By 1865, there had been a large increase 
in the Danish population in Europe because of the improvement in the medicine and food industries. It caused a 
high rate of poverty and ultimately resulted in a significant and rapid increase in Danish migration to other 
countries. 
130 Given the timing, Martin probably worked on the railways. Quirindi railway station opened in 1877.  
131 The US Congress noted that the Danes were the least cohesive group and the first to lose consciousness of their 
origins. Historians have pointed to the higher rate of English use among Danes, their willingness to marry non-
Danes, and their eagerness to become naturalized citizens as factors that contributed to their rapid assimilation.... 
Wikipedia 
132

 Albert Jensen reported at Martin’s death that Martin married in Quirindi when he was 24 years of age. There is 
no marriage certificate for Martin and Sarah. There is a marriage certificate for Sarah and Thomas Charles Mason 
and birth certificates for Thomas Charles Mason Jnr and George Mason. There is death certificate evidence that a 
Thomas Charles Mason died in Morisset Mental Hospital in 1917. If that Thomas Mason was Sarah’s husband, it 
would not have been possible for Martin and Sarah to legally marry as Thomas Mason did not die till after Sarah’s 
death. It is the author’s conclusion that Sarah and Martin formed a de facto relationship after Thomas Charles 
Mason’s hospitalisation between 1877-1878.  

Quirindi is located on the 
Main North railway line, 392 
kilometres (244 mi) from 
Sydney. The station opened 
in 1877, and continues to be 
served by daily rail services 
operated by a NSW TrainLink 
Xplorer train to and from 
Sydney and Armidale/Moree. 

A much later Danish arrival would be 
Frederick, Crown Prince of Denmark 
who came to Sydney in 2000 to 
represent Denmark in sailing at the 
Olympic Games. Here he met Mary 
Donaldson, a Tasmanian who became 
his wife and the Crown Princess of 
Denmark in 2004. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturalization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_assimilation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_North_railway_line,_New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSW_TrainLink
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Xplorer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armidale,_New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moree,_New_South_Wales
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As work finished or new opportunities arose, I moved from Quirindi to Tamworth, 

Murrurundi, West Wallsend and finally to East Greta. During this time my family grew. 

In addition to my ‘adopting’ Thomas133 and George134, Sarah and I had an additional 

eight children. Following Henry who was born in 1878, there was Gertrude (1881) who 

sadly died in 1882, Martin (1883), Albert (1885), Frederick (1887), Margaret (1889), 

Charles135 (1891) and finally Violet (1896).                                                                                     

 

With the federation of Australia in 1901 

and not being a British subject, I was not 

able to vote or fully call Australia my home. 

Thus it was my decision in 1911, following 

the death of my dear wife Sarah, to initiate 

the process towards naturalization. On 21 

September 1911, I took an Oath of 

Allegiance and became an Australian 

citizen.                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

                       ***************** 

 Martin died in 1917 at Bell Street, East Greta136. 

  

                                                 
133 Thomas ‘adopted’ the surname Jensen as recorded on his death certificate. 
134

 George Mason died in 1878 in Murrundi. Although the death certificate records the father as George and the 
mother as Anna, it can be confidently concluded that this was Thomas and Sarah’s son. 
135 Charles would later work as a mental hospital attendant at Morisset Hospital where his wife Nellie Watts also 
worked. They named their first child Kenneth Charles Jensen. Both Charles and Nellie probably knew Charles 
Mason. 
136 Martin died on 21 October 1917 while his son Charles was serving in the Australian Field Hospital in France. 
The death certificate suggests that Martin Jensen could have had muscular dystrophy (asthenia). 

Martin and Sarah Jensen with (left to right) 

Violet, Albert, Margaret, Fred and Charles. 

Probably Martin jnr’s son, Thomas, in the front 

row (approx 1909) 

 

 

Sarah Ann’s gravestone 

Maitland cemetery 
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Robert Bousfield  (1835-1915) 

Ann Foster  (1832-1903)  

 

- many seasons of joy and gladness! 

 

On reflection, the best word to describe our family is resilient. My diary records that: 

during the many changes we have had, we have had a full share of toils, troubles and 

sorrow which is the common lot of all. But thank God we also have had many seasons 

of joy and gladness137.  

My family story begins138 when I met Miss Ann Foster who was the manager of her 

father’s general store in Hetton le Hole, in the county of Durham. We married on 11 

December 1855. My occupation was a miner and it was to mining and related 

occupations that I returned a number of times throughout my working life. My first 

change of occupation however came when on 3 May 1856, I was sworn in as a police 

constable. After a month’s training, I was posted to Barnard Castle where I served 

seven years and then later at Seaton Carew where I 

ultimately resigned due to ongoing health problems. 

Throughout my life I have been flexible, responding to new 

opportunities as they arose. For instance, after resigning 

from the police force, Ann and I rented, for 10 shillings a 

week, a shop and refreshment rooms at Seaton Carew. As 

a sideline I also took up an opportunity to work as a 

travelling photographer139. This occupation didn’t continue 

for long as Ann needed help in the shop over the summer 

period. I did for a time however, return to this profession. 

 

                                                 
137 This narrative is essentially based on the contents of a diary/timeline recorded by Robert throughout his life. 
He titled it ‘Memo and Notes’. It can be accessed via the author.. Wherever possible I have used Robert’s exact 
words. 
138 Limited information is available regarding Robert Bousfield’s childhood and early life. 
139 Photography at this time was a very new technology and the fact that Robert Bousfield began this profession 
suggests that he was a particularly innovative person.  

 

  

Hetton le Hole, Durham 

Crimean photographer’s 

van 1850 
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On 9 September 1864, while I was working as a Gate and Time Keeper at the West 

Hartlepool Iron Works, our 12 year old son William140 started work as an apprentice 

moulder. Unfortunately he was too young for this position and had to leave because of 

the impact of the work on his health.  

 

We bought into the Commercial Hotel in old Hartlepool on 4 

March 1865 at a yearly rent of £25.00. It was here that I 

commenced bookmaking but I was not very successful at this. 

During the period that we rented the hotel, we also bought 

into a couple of businesses including a small ropery, and I 

continued to travel as a photographer and picture-framer. 

 

In 1866 I returned to coalmining, working first as a labourer and then as a coal miner at 

Ellinborough on the termination of a strike. 

  

It was at Maryport that tragedy first visited our 

family. On 24 November 1866 while playing 

near the water, our dear son E M141 fell and 

drowned. He was only 5 years old. On 

returning from the burial, T H (Thomas) was 

scalded by upsetting a kettle of boiling water 

and we despaired for his life, but through 

providence and Ann’s good nursing, he was 

restored to health. 

 

We moved to the village of Mickley Square in April 1868, a place I could only describe 

as ‘this truly most poverty stricken place on earth’. It was here that we were ‘called to 

surrender’142 our beloved twins E William and Anna Eliza.  It was also at Mickley that I 

experienced most clearly the injustices perpetrated by some business owners on the 

workers, men who were bonded to the company and unable to leave. Here the masters 

owned the public house and shop and it was in these two places that the employees 

were expected to spend what they earned, which was very little. Anything not spent 

was docked at the weighbridge. Many families would have starved if it were not for the 

abundance of mushrooms and blackberries which the women would gather and take to 

Newcastle on Tyne where they were able to buy or barter for bread. 

 

 

 

                                                 
140 The first William is identified in Robert Bousfield’s autobiography as being aged 12 in 1864, thus having been 
born in 1852. Robert and Ann were married in 1855. Ann was three years older than Robert so it is possible that 
William was Ann’s son conceived as a result of a previous relationship.  
141 At this stage of my research I don’t know this child’s name. 
142 They died. 

Maryport was a small sea port trading 
coal for eggs, potato and pigs.  Robert 
liked Maryport describing it as ‘the 
prettiest and cleanest I have ever seen’. 
Interestingly he noted that the village 
was supported by a fresh herring 
business until it was fished out. ‘The 
mine, which employs both men and 

women is the support now’.  

Ropery: a place where 
ropes were made.  
Later it came to mean 
any form of language, 
for instance slang or 
slander that can get 
one in trouble. 
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In December 1868 we were grateful to move back to Houghton le Springs in Durham 

where I was soon promoted from miner to ‘Mens Check Weighman’143 on a pay of four 

shillings per day, a good wage at the time. I became involved in the Durham Miners’ 

Union joining on 9 July 1869. I resigned my appointment as Check Weighman to 

commence as a stoneworker in the mine on 4 November 1869. Early the following 

year, because of my previous financial experience, I was elected treasurer to the 

Houghton le Spring branch of Northumberland and Durham Miners Permanent Relief 

Fund. 

 

Over the next four years I continued to work within the mine industry. Due to injuries 

and ill-health however my work in the mine was limited so I took the opportunity to open 

what became a very successful night school for the workers and a stationers shop. 

During this time I was also appointed as miners’ delegate to the Hasswell Cooperative 

Society and was later elected president. 

 

 

***************************************** 

 

Religion and Trade Unionism144 – the two driving influences for Robert Bousfield 

  

                                                 
143 A Check Weighman was a representative elected by coal miners to check the findings of the mine owner's 
Weighman, where miners are paid by the weight of coal mined. 
144 The folllowing quotes come from The story of the Durham miners 1662-1921 
http://archive.org/stream/storyofdurhammin00webbuoft/storyofdurhammin00webbuoft_djvu.txt 
 

On some occasions for want of time to wash themselves they are constrained to come 
'black' to the preaching, or else miss the sermon. And when the Lord warms their hearts 
with His dying love, and they feel Him precious in His Word, the large and silent tears 
rolling down their black cheeks, and leaving the white streaks behind, conspicuously 
portray what their hearts feel.  
....The Methodist, whatever his shortcomings, became a man of earnestness, sobriety, 
industry, and regularity of conduct. Family after family became thus transformed, to serve 
in its turn as a centre of helpful influence. It is these men who, in the mining villages, have 
stood out as men of character, gaining the respect of their fellows. 
... .....From the very beginning of the Trade Union Movement among the miners, of the  
Co-operative Movement among all sections of the wage-earners, of the formation of 
Friendly Societies and of the later attempts at Adult Education, it is men who are  
Methodists, and in Durham Country especially the local preachers of the Primitive 
Methodists, whom we find taking the lead and filling the posts of influence. From their 
ranks have come an astonishingly large proportion of the Trade Union leaders, from check 
weighers and lodge chairmen up to county officials and committee-men. They swarm on 
Co-operative and Friendly Society committees. They furnish to-day, in the county, most of 
the working-class Justices of the Peace and Members of the House of Commons. 

http://archive.org/stream/storyofdurhammin00webbuoft/storyofdurhammin00webbuoft_djvu.txt
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In 1879 Ann and I decided to emigrate to Australia. After many memos of respect and 

good wishes from an assembled crowd of neighbours and friends, my wife and our 

family of three girls and one boy (Elizabeth, Thomas, Barbara and Anna), left Durham 

on 10 May 1879. After a long and tiresome journey by train, we landed at Plymouth, 

were met and escorted to the depot and kept shut up like felons amidst an 

indescribable state of disorder. 

 

We sailed on 13 May 1879 in a three masted ship, the North Brook, having on board 

760 souls with Captain Pearce in command.  It was truly a floating village full of all the 

vices that the hearts of men and women could devise.  We had nine births and 23 

deaths on board.  We also had a day school, newspaper, band and rifle practice for 

both men and women. There were tea parties, dancing, fights, gambling, drunkenness 

and we also had preaching services and singing.  Last but not least, there was also a 

sailors’ strike whilst lying becalmed on the line for 4 days.  We saw many places, pretty 

birds, whales and sharks on the passage and encountered great storms and extreme 

cold and heat.  Many other events occurred which I entered daily to my journal but Mr 

Farrow, a shipmate, borrowed and misplaced this so the record was lost. All 

considering however we had had a good journey and therefore thank God for and take 

courage in coming to our adopted home145.    

 

We landed at Sydney on 13 August 1879 after 13 weeks at sea. Our first sight was of 

the beautiful harbour which was grand in the extreme.  Our hopes were high but were 

soon dashed as we heard that there was a miners’ strike in Newcastle. Having left a 

strike involving 55,000 miners, our hearts fell to hear that soldiers had been engaged to 

confront the miners. It was not uncommon to hear the response: ‘Dear old England with 

all thy faults I love Thee still’. In fact a few passengers decided to return to England via 

the same ship and many more would have done so if they had the means.  

  

We stayed, and after looking around Sydney went by train to Lithgow where I had the 

promise of work with a friend. We arrived at 2am, cold and hungry, and after great 

trouble the publican allowed us in for shelter. In the morning I could not find my 

supposed friend and discovered a strike here also. Worse still, our luggage had gone 

astray having been put on a train back to Sydney. We returned that night to Sydney but 

could not find our luggage. 

 

After a fortnight in Sydney I headed north alone where I managed to get work at the 

Wallsend colliery. It was not until some weeks later that I was able to move the family 

north into a company home at Pittown.  

  

                                                 
145 These are Robert’s exact words corrected with minor spelling and grammatical changes.  
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The following year I was able to buy two allotments of land at Warners Bay, an early 

division of Lake Macquarie. With the help of family and friends I immediately set about 

clearing the land, cultivating a garden and a paddock, building a good house, stables 

and a cow bail, and planting fruit trees. We moved onto the lake property permanently 

in 1887 as I continued to make improvements. My son Thomas took possession in 

1889. 

 

Over the years from 1880 until 1904 I bought and sold property, leased some of my 

lands, and rented, bought or opened a number of shops.  

 

My dear wife Ann finally succumbed to illness on 26 February 1902. She was buried in 

a joint allotment which I purchased in the Primitive Methodist section of the Wallsend 

General Cemetery.  

   

 

 

After Ann’s death I sold the stock and shop, which was also our residence, and bought 

a cottage. In 1905 I sold the cottage and boarded with my daughter Elizabeth and her 

family.  

 

 

******************** 

 

Between 1905 and his death in 1915, Robert Bousfield lived with various members of 

his family finally living with the Watts family in their hotel in East Greta.  He died in 

Maitland Hospital in 1915. 

 

  

After a long and painful illness endured with great patience and fortitude  After all 

human aid could do had failed And surrounded by her loving family and kind 

friends who endeavoured by there (sic) constant attention and Sympathy to Soothe 

her sufferings 

She Went 

Home at last; her Labour done 

The battle fought, the victory won; 

Loved by all 
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Ancestors of my father Victor George Jensen

146
 

 
Generation 1 

 
1. Victor George Jensen, son of Charles Jensen and Nellie Elizabeth Watts was born on 19 Jul 

1922 in East Greta NSW. He died on 04 Oct 1995 in Bribie Island Queensland. He married Joy 

Mary Rivett on 17 Jul 1943 in Bowral Street, Kensington, NSW, Australia (Methodist Church), 

daughter of Duncan Rivett and Bessie Mugridge. She was born on 14 Aug 1920 in Kelso, 

Bathurst. She died on 21 Jan 2007 in Port Macquarie.  
 

Notes for Victor George Jensen:  

1 PLAC NX43646 Corporal New Guinea War Army Electrical Mechanical Engineers  
 

Generation 2 
 
2. Charles Jensen, son of Martin Jensen and Sarah Ann Schofield was born on 12 Oct 1891 

in Lambton. He died on 03 Oct 1941 in Morisset, New South Wales, Australia. He married 

Nellie Elizabeth Watts on 26 Apr 1919 in West Maitland 6573/1919.  

3. Nellie Elizabeth Watts, daughter of George Herbert Watts and Anna Mary Bousfield was born 

on 01 Mar 1893 in Leichhardt. She died on 17 Jul 1972 in Sydney.  

 
Notes for Charles Jensen: 
Before enlisting in the regular army, Charles served in the 4th regiment, army reserve. He 

worked as a hospital attendant at Morisset Nursing Hospital for the Insane before and after his 

service in WW1. On the 27th July 1915 he joined the Special Reinforcements for the No. 1 

Australian General Hospital. 
Service number 7755 
Embarked 14/10/1915 for Rouen France returned to Australia March1919 
1st Australian General Hospital (1 AGH) Formed Queensland, August 1914. Departed 

Brisbane aboard Kyarra 21 November 1914. (Egypt, Western Front) 
1 AGH Rouen, France This hospital dealt with general battle casualties 
Died 3 October 1941 from Coronary thrombosis 49 years 

 
Notes for Nellie Elizabeth Watts: 
Nellie Watts trained as a mental hospital nurse at Kenmore - Goulburn hospital. She 

probably moved to East Greta - Newcastle when her father bought the hotel. 
She also worked at Morisset hospital until she was married in 1919. She probably met 

Charles Jensen at Morisset Hospital where he worked as an attendant. She was actively 

involved in Red Cross in her middle and later years and was a Christian Scientist. 
 

Generation 3 
 
4. Martin Jensen was born on 29 Apr 1847 in Svenborg (Svendborg), Fyn, Denmark (From 

statutory declaration). He died on 21 Oct 1917 in Greta, New South Wales, Australia. He married 

Sarah Ann Schofield.  

5. Sarah Ann Schofield, daughter of William Schofield and Margaret Spencer was born on 20 

Apr 1853 in Bolwarra, New South Wales, Australia. She died on 23 Aug 1910 in Maitland, New 

South Wales, Australia.  

 

Notes for Martin Jensen:  

A Martin Jensen was recorded as an unassisted migrant arriving on the Foochow 

Naturalisation Certificate stated that he arrived in Australia in January 1871 on board the 

William Henson  

                                                 
146 All information available through ancestry.com in the Jensen Watts Rivett Mugridge Family Tree 
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6. George Herbert Watts, son of Henry William Watts and Elizabeth Barker was born about 

1871 in Ryde, New South Wales, Australia. He died on 08 Oct 1943 in West Maitland, New 

South Wales, Australia. He married Anna Mary Bousfield on 23 Jul 1892 in 6723/1892 

Ryde.  

7. Anna Mary Bousfield, daughter of Robert Bousfield and Ann Foster was born on 18 Dec 

1869 in Houghton le Spring Durham. She died on 11 Jun 1940 (Yambo Street Morisset).  

 

Notes for George Herbert Watts:  

George Watts managed/owned the Kenmore Hotel and later moved to Newcastle where he 

owned the Eat Greta hotel.  
 

Generation 4 
 
10. William Schofield, son of James W Schofield and Janet (Jenet) Louisa Angus was born on 

20 Oct 1829 in Gammon Plains near Maitland, NSW, Australia. He died on 05 Sep 1901 in 

Quipolly, NSW, Australia (Cardiac Arrest). He married Margaret Spencer on 31 Dec 1850 in 

Maitland, New South Wales.  

11. Margaret Spencer, daughter of William Spencer and Elizabeth Glendenning was born on 18 

Mar 1834 in East Maitland, New South Wales. She died on 21 May 1904 in Quipolly, New 

South Wales, Australia.  

12. Henry William Watts, son of William Watts and Sarah Mary Weavers was born on 03 May 

1842 in Ryde, NSW, Australia. He died on 18 Nov 1918 in Drummoyne, New South Wales, 

Australia, He married Elizabeth Barker on 21 Oct 1861 in Balmain.  

13. Elizabeth Barker, daughter of George Henry Barker and Mary Ann O'Connel was born on 21 

Oct 1841 in Sydney NSW Australia. She died on 24 Oct 1918 in Ryde, New South Wales.  

14. Robert Bousfield, son of Thomas Bousfield and Mary Jolly was born in 1835 in Calbury 

Durham. He died in 1915 in Maitland Hospital. He married Ann Foster on 11 Dec 1855 in 

Hetton le Hole, County of Durham.  

15. Ann Foster, daughter of Matthew Foster and Martha was born in 1832. She died on 29 Jun 

1903 in Wallsend.  
 

Generation 5 
 
20. James W Schofield, son of George Schofield and Mary Sherman was born on 18 Feb 

1796 in Bramford, Suffolk, England. He died on 23 May 1855 in Black Creek, Bulwarra, 

West Maitland, New South Wales. He married Janet (Jenet) Louisa Angus on 20 Nov 

1828 in Christ Church Cathedral, Newcastle NSW.  

21. Janet (Jenet) Louisa Angus, daughter of Andrew Angus and Katherine Menzies was born 

on 09 Sep 1802 in Perth, Perthshire, Scotland, United Kingdom (Old Parish register 387 

Perth, County of Perth). She died on 12 Jan 1848 in Maitland, New South Wales, Australia.  

 

Notes for James W Schofield:  

James was convicted with John Cable. Both were sentenced to 7 years transportation.  

 

22. William Spencer, son of Frederick Spencer was born in 1802 in England. He died on 30 Jan 

1855 in Bolwarra, New South Wales, Australia. He married Elizabeth Glendenning on 16 

Nov 1825 in Parochial Chapel of Barnard Castle, Durham, England.  

23. Elizabeth Glendenning, daughter of James Glendenning and Mary Stoke was born on 

01 Feb 1801 in Staindrop, Durham, England. She died on 03 Oct 1874 in Borambil Creek, 

NSW.  

24. William Watts, son of William Watts was born in 1797 in Gloucester, Gloucestershire, 

England. He died in 1868 in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. He married Sarah Mary 

Weavers on 19 Jun 1838 in Ryde.  

25. Sarah Mary Weavers, daughter of James William Weavers and Mary Ann Hutchinson was 

born on 29 Mar 1800 in Kissing Point, New South Wales, Australia. She died on 24 May 1872 

in Ryde, New South Wales.  
26. George Henry Barker, son of Robert Barker and Mariah Crips was born on 04 Jul 1812 in 

England. He died on 13 Nov 1891 in Hunters Hill NSW Australia. He married Mary Ann 

O'Connel on 20 Oct 1840 in St Phillip's Church of England, Sydney.  
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27. Mary Ann O'Connel, daughter of James O'Connel and Margaret McCarthy was born in 1821 in 

Cork,Ireland,. She died on 17 Mar 1902 in Sydney (Ryde), Nsw, Australia (Buried C of E Gore Hill).  

28. Thomas Bousfield, son of Edward Bousfield and Elizabeth Clarke was born in 03 

1803 in Stokesley, Yorkshire, England. He died in Oct 1882 in Houghton le Spring 

Durham, United Kingdom. He married Mary Jolly.  

29. Mary Jolly, daughter of Rebecca Jolley was born in 1806 in Stokesley, Yorkshire, 

England. She died on 28 Mar 1862 in Hetton le Hole aged 56.  

30. Matthew Foster was born in 1781. He died in 1871. He married Martha.  

31. Martha. She died on 28 Mar 1862.  

 

Generation 6 
 
40. George Schofield was born in 1756. He married Mary Sherman on 11 Oct 1779 in St 

Clements Ipswich Suffolk England.  

41. Mary Sherman, daughter of John Sherman and Mary Everet was born on 01 Jul 1756 in 

Ipswich, Suffolk, England.  

42. Andrew Angus, son of David Angus and Isabel Ruthven was born on 13 Dec 1773 in 

Kinnoull, County of Perth, Scotland. He married Katherine Menzies on 18 Dec 1792 in Perth, 

Scotland (Old Parish register 369 Kinnoull, County of Perth).  
43. Katherine Menzies, daughter of Alexander Menzies and Janet Cameron was born on 10 Jul 1761  

in Raven Bay Scotland. 
44.      Frederick Spencer. 
46. James Glendenning. He married Mary Stoke.  

47. Mary Stoke.  

48. William Watts was born in 1776.  

50. James William Weavers was born in 1752 in Suffolk, England. He died on 03 Apr 1805 in 

Ryde - killed by indigenous natives. He married Mary Ann Hutchinson.  

51. Mary Ann Hutchinson, daughter of John Hutchinson and Ann Hutchinson was born on 23 

May 1765 in London England. She died on 20 Jan 1850 in St Anne's Ryde.  

52. Robert Barker was born in 1774. He died in 1833. He married Mariah Crips on 25 Feb 1797.  

53. Mariah Crips was born in 1773. She died in 1837.  

54. James O'Connel was born in 1800 in Cork,Ireland,. He married Margaret McCarthy in 

1820 in Diocese of Cork & Ross, County Cork, Ireland.  

55. Margaret McCarthy was born in 1802 in Armagh, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom.  

56. Edward Bousfield was born in 1770. He married Elizabeth Clarke.  

57. Elizabeth Clarke was born in 1767. She died in 1831.  

59.      Rebecca Jolley was born in 1776. She died on 07 Apr 1864 in Skelton, Cleveland. 
 

Generation 7 
 
82. John Sherman. He married Mary Everet.  

83. Mary Everet.  

84. David Angus. He married Isabel Ruthven on 23 Jan 1771 in Perth Scotland.  

85. Isabel Ruthven.  

86. Alexander Menzies. He married Janet Cameron.  

87. Janet Cameron.  

102. John Hutchinson was born in 1745. He died in 1797. He married Ann Hutchinson on 22 

Jan 1764 in Shoreditch, London, England. 

103. Ann Hutchinson, daughter of William Appletree and Ann Porter was born in 1749. She 

died on 03 Apr 1805.  
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Ancestors of my mother Joy Mary Rivett 

 
Generation 1 

 
2. Joy Mary Rivett, daughter of Duncan Rivett and Bessie Mugridge was born on 14 Aug 1920 

in Kelso, Bathurst. She died on 21 Jan 2007 in Port Macquarie. She married Victor George 

Jensen on 17 Jul 1943 in Bowral Street, Kensington, NSW, Australia (Methodist Church), son 

of Charles Jensen and Nellie Elizabeth Watts. He was born on 19 Jul 1922 in East Greta 

NSW. He died on 04 Oct 1995 in Bribie Island Queensland.  
 

Generation 2 
 
4. Duncan Rivett, son of Walter Henry Rivett and Catherine Davidson Bulloch was born on 

09 Mar 1886 in Bathurst. He died on 22 Jun 1944 in Kingsford, NSW, Australia. He married 

Bessie Mugridge in 1912 in Bathurst.  
 
5. Bessie Mugridge, daughter of Henry Australian Philip Mugridge and Mary Ann Wilson was 

born on 31 Dec 1887 in Bathurst, NSW, Australia. She died on 31 Jan 1963 in Balmain, NSW, 

Australia.  
 

Generation 3 
 
6. Walter Henry Rivett, son of Henry Rivett and Hetty (Esther) Osborne was born in 1848 in 

Sussex England. He died on 01 Jan 1932 in Bathurst, New South Wales, Australia. He 

married Catherine Davidson Bulloch on 03 Aug 1878 in CE All Saints Kelso.  
 
7. Catherine Davidson Bulloch, daughter of Duncan Bulloch and Margaret Mitchell was born 

on 21 May 1857 in Nordic Scotland. She died on 23 Jun 1937 in Bathurst, New South Wales, 

Australia.  
 
8. Henry Australian Philip Mugridge, son of Philip Mugridge and Isabella Kingwell was born on 

26 Oct 1857 in Sydney, NSW, Australia (born on the day the family arrived in Australia). He 

died on 07 Dec 1941 in Bathurst, NSW, Australia. He married Mary Ann Wilson on 31 Mar 

1881 in Coffee Palace Bathurst according to the rights of the Primitive Methodist Church.  
 
9. Mary Ann Wilson, daughter of Edward Gribben Wilson and Elizabeth Barlow was born on 

26 Oct 1859 in Sydney, NSW, Australia (BDM 10/1860). She died on 24 Oct 1939 (per 

Ancestry tree).  
 

Generation 4 
 
8. Henry Rivett, son of John Rivett and Sarah Mayes was born in Mar 1818 in Hundon, Suffolk 

England (Apparently born one day from Esther). He died on 04 May 1876 in Bathurst CE All 

Saints Kelso. He married Hetty (Esther) Osborne on 17 Nov 1839 in Hundon Suffolk.  
 
9. Hetty (Esther) Osborne, daughter of Jeremiah Osborne (Osborn) and Susan was born in 

1818 in Hundon, Suffolk England. She died on 04 Mar 1899 in Bathurst - Pioneer.  
 
10. Duncan Bulloch, son of John (Jnr) Bulloch and Catherine McFee was born on 05 May 

1818 in Lanark New Monkland Scotland. He died on 24 Dec 1864 in Lucknow Orange New 

South Wales (Fell down an mine shaft). He married Margaret Mitchell in Jun 1842 in New 

Monkland.  
 
11. Margaret Mitchell, daughter of James Mitchell and Margaret was born in 1817 in Riggend 

Village New Monkland Scotland. She died on 03 Aug 1900 in Blayney, New South Wales 
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12. Philip Mugridge, son of Thomas Shepheard Mugridge and Letitia Wills was born on 12 Aug 
1830 in Ashburton Devonshire. He died in 1894 in Bathurst, New South Wales. He married 
Isabella  
Kingwell on 21 Apr 1856 in Old Church, St Pancras, London. 

 
16. Isabella Kingwell, daughter of Henry Kingwell and Elizabeth Mann was born on 15 May 

1826 in Ashburton, Devon, Kent. She died in 1892 in Bathurst, , New South Wales, 

Australia.  
 

Notes for Philip Mugridge:   
Philip and Isabella arrived in Sydney on the 

ship"Boanerges" on 26th October 1857  
 
17. Edward Gribben Wilson, son of William Wilson and Elizabeth Sanders was born on 10 Aug 

1814 in Belfast, Ireland (date from family bible). He died on 08 Dec 1890 in Penrith, NSW, 

Australia (BDM 10818/1890; cancer of stomach). He married Elizabeth Barlow on 09 Jan 

1857 in Wesleyan Church Penrith, NSW, Australia (BDM 2451/1857 Edward "age 39" but 

actually 42; witnesses sister Mary Anne and husband George Bolton).  
 
18. Elizabeth Barlow, daughter of William Barley and Mary Ann Manning was born on 23 Dec 

1837 in St Mary's, South Creek, NSW, Australia (V18371043 22/1837; baptism 21 Jan 1838 

Parish of St Peter). She died on 19 Mar 1924 in William Street, Orange, NSW, Australia (BDM 

4512/1924 (certif held)).  
 
 

Generation 5 
 
22. John Rivett, son of John Rivett and Elizabeth Brand was born in 1788 in Hundon, Suffolk. He 

died on 02 Feb 1872 in Hundon, Suffolk, England. He married Sarah Mayes in 1817.  
 
23. Sarah Mayes was born in 1784 in Baranadiston. She died on 12 Apr 1862 in Hundon, Suffolk.  
 
24. Jeremiah Osborne (Osborn). He married Susan.  
 
25. Susan.  
 
26. John (Jnr) Bulloch, son of John (Snr) Bulloch and Agnes Gray was born in 1765. He married   

Catherine McFee in Jan 1808.  
 
27. Catherine McFee, daughter of James McFee and Agnes McPherson.  
 
28. James Mitchell. He married Margaret.  
 
29. Margaret.  
 
30. Thomas Shepheard Mugridge, son of Thomas Mugridge and Jane Edye Shepheard was 

born on 20 May 1799. He died on 12 Feb 1853 in Ashburton, Devon,  England. He married 

Letitia Wills on 10 Nov 1825 in Bovey Tracey, England.  
 
31. Letitia Wills was born in 1800 in Bickington Devon England. She died in Dec 1883 in 

Newton Abbot, Devon, England.  
 
32. Henry Kingwell was born in 1781 in Devon England. He died in 1847 in Newton 

Abbott,Devon,England. He married Elizabeth Mann on 18 Dec 1826 in Modbury, 

Devon.  
 
33. Elizabeth Mann, daughter of Richard Mann and Mary Skinner was born on 28 Mar 

1789 in Ilsington, Devon, England. She died on 12 Apr 1864 in 

Ashburton,Devon,England.  
 
34. William Wilson was born in 1784 in ,,Cambridgeshire,England. He married Elizabeth 

Sanders.  
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35. Elizabeth Sanders was born on 07 Apr 1800 in Parramatta, N.S.W., Australia.  
 
36. William Barley, son of John Barley and Sarah Meadows was born on 04 Jan 1801 in 

Rendham, Suffolk, England (baptised 8 Feb 1801 at Suffolk (IGI)). He died on 14 May 1873 

in Kingswood, NSW, Australia (certif held BDM 6420/1873; parents John and Sarah; Decay 

of Nature). He married Mary Ann Manning on 09 Apr 1823 in Kelsale, Suffolk, England 

(Barlee (IGI); witnesses Robert Read & Maria Manning (per Bisaro)).  
 
37. Mary Ann Manning, daughter of Thomas Manning and Mary Underwood was born on 06 

Sep 1802 in Kelsale, Suffolk, England (baptised 10 Sep 1802 Kelsale). She died on 25 Nov 

1890 in Penrith, NSW, Australia (certif held BDM 10816/1890 informant John Barlow; 

"parents unknown"; senilitas).  
 

Generation 6 
 
32. John Rivett. He married Elizabeth Brand.  
 
33. Elizabeth Brand.  
 
44. John (Snr) Bulloch, son of John Bulloch and Mary Brash was born on 05 Nov 1738. He 

died in Jul 1817. He married Agnes Gray.  
 
45. Agnes Gray.  
 
46. James McFee. He married Agnes McPherson.  
 
47. Agnes McPherson.  
 
49. Thomas Mugridge, son of Solomon Mugridge and Rachel Luscombe was born on 27 Feb 

1765 in Ashburton, Devon, Kent. He died on 15 Jun 1844 in Ashburton, Devon, Kent. He 

married Jane Edye Shepheard on 11 May 1798 in Church of Stoke Damerel (Devonport).  
 
50. Jane Edye Shepheard was born in 1770 in Devon England. She died on 10 Oct 

1845 in Ashburton, Devon, Kent.  
 
58. Richard Mann. He died on 04 Feb 1826 in of Goodstone, Ashburton, Devon. He married 

Mary Skinner.  
 
59. Mary Skinner. She died on 23 Jul 1841.  
 
88. John Barley was born in 1764. He died in 1840. He married Sarah Meadows on 15 Oct 

1783 in Kelsale, Suffolk, England.  
 
89. Sarah Meadows was born on 23 Jan 1763 in Suffolk County, England. She died in 1811 in 

Suffolk County, England.  
 
90. Thomas Manning was born about 1775. He married Mary Underwood on 06 Feb 1800 in 

Suffolk, England.  
 
91. Mary Underwood was born about 1780.  
 

Generation 7 
 
80. John Bulloch, son of Alexander Baloch (Bulloch) and Elizabeth Thomsone was born in 

1709. He died in Aug 1787. He married Mary Brash in 1734 in Cumbernauld.  
 
81. Mary Brash.  
 
96. Solomon Mugridge, son of Solomon Mugridge and Joan was born in Nov 1737 in 

Ashburton Devon England. He died in Devon England. He married Rachel Luscombe 

on 09 Jul 1764 in Ashburton, Devon, England.  

97. Rachel Luscombe. 

98.  
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Generation 8 
 
160. Alexander Baloch (Bulloch), son of John Baloch and Jonnat was born on 13 Jul 1686 in 

Kirkintilloch. He married Elizabeth Thomsone on 24 Mar 1707 in Cumbernauld Dunbarton 

County Scotland.  
 
161. Elizabeth Thomsone.  
 
192. Solomon Mugridge, son of John Mugridge was born in 1701 in Ashburton Devon 

England. He died in Ashburton Devon England. He married Joan.  
 
193. Joan. She died in Dec 1742 in Ashburton Devon England.  
 

Generation 9 
 
320. John Baloch. He married Jonnat.  
 
321. Jonnat.  
 
384.    John Mugridge was born in 1670 in Ashburton Devon England. He died in England. 
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