
John Louis Carl (Jack) 1872 - 1942– Timeline of significant events 

 

1872 Birth -  John Louis (Jack) Carl was born in 1872 in Christchurch, Canterbury, to Mary 
Anne Condell, age 29, and John William Carl, age 37.  NZ BMD # 1872 / 28711 NB 'Karl' 
not Carl  1872 • Christchurch, New Zealand 

1896 Residence – Christchurch, Canterbury New Zealand 

1898 Marriage to Kitty Biltcliffe 
 
John Louise (Jack) Carl married Kate Winnifred (Kitty) Biltcliffe in 
Christchurch, Canterbury, on 1 June 1898 when he was 26 years 
old.  
 
“Kate Winifred BILTCLIFF & John Louis CARL m. 1 June 1898 at St 
John's Church, Christchurch ages: 26 / 24, occ: Hotelkeeper / 
parents: John & Mary Ann Carl nee CONDELL Hotelkeeper Joseph 
Aylmer & Elizabeth Jane nee HEATH”  

1900 John Louis Carl’s mother Mary Anne gives Jack a prayer book with inscription ‘To Jack 
with love from his Mother, December 12th, 1900:   

  
1903 Jack’s father John Carl (1835 – 1903) dies on the 20 September, 1903 in New Zealand 

at the age of 68.  Jack is 31 years old.   

1904 Birth of son, (Del) John Delbridge Carl (1904 – 1984), 8 June, 1904, Jack is 32 years 
old. 

1905 Portraits of John Louis Carl (Jack) and Katherine Winnifred (Kitty) Carl nee Biltcliffe – 
from the family album of their grandson, Chris Carl, son of Del, who lives in New 
Zealand. 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/b5282d96-6c7e-4cc5-921e-682ac1da7cd6
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1905-6  
Census 

Residence - John Louis Carl is listed as living at the Empire Hotel, Christchurch East, 
Canterbury, New Zealand, occupation Clerk. A number of other 'Carl' surname 
occupants - Mary Ann (his mother) , Gertrude Elizabeth, Kate Winnifred (Kitty) and 
Lillie Frances - were listed with occupation 'domestic duties' 

1905 Death of sister, Ruby Alice Carl 1883-1905, in Sydney Australia, when Jack was 33 
years old.  

1905 Note in portrait– Jack is wearing watch on chain

 
1908 Jack’s wife, Kate Winnifred (Kitty) passes away on 14 September in Christchurch, 

Canterbury, at the age of 35.  They had been married 10 years.  Jack is 36 and son Del is 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/66ef48da-52c8-4e5c-a50a-afa338a4c617
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/eed7ee44-747a-440e-b83c-52cc2e319385
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4 years old.   

1912/14 Portrait, John Louis Carl (Jack) and John Delbridge Carl (Del) - Louis Carl with his son 
John Delbridge Carl (b 1904) in (about) 1912. Named Delbridge after a Trent Delbridge 
on Scott's ship 'Discovery' which spent time in Lyttleton Harbour before setting off for 
the South Pole. It appears likely that Delbridge was befriended by Jack and Kitty. 
(Information provided by Jack’s Grandson, Chris Carl). 
 

 
1914 Residence – Age 42 John Louis Carl is listed as living at the Empire Hotel, Christchurch 

East, Canberbury, in 1914, occupation ‘Gentleman’. 

1917  Marriage – John Louis (Jack) Carl married Violet Alice Rose Hooper in Christchurch, 
Canterbury, New Zealand in 1917 when he was 45 years old.    Registration 
1917/2865. 

1917 Marriage photo – Vi Hooper, Del Carl (13 
years old) and Jack Carl.  Wedding photo 
found in old album of Vi’s sister, Lily 
Devitt nee Hooper, held by Lily’s 
granddaughter, Janette, in Benalla, 
Victoria, Australia.   
 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/7618484e-b1d2-4355-bebe-b6d109666bc8
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1923 Jack’s mother Mary Anne visits Sydney, where his sister Lillie lives.  Jack and Vi appear 
to have visited at the time and are pictured here, with Vi’s sister Minnie, who also 
lives in Sydney.   Jack Carl, Lillie Carl (sister), Mary Ann (Mother) Minnie (sister in Law) 
and Vi.   
“It was 1923 as Lillie was living in Sydney at 'Redcourt' --her guest house had a Party in 
honour of the American Fleet noted in SMH on the 25th July 1923" Comment on 
Ancestry.com from keajon1.   (Album held by Janette in Benalla) 

 
1924  Death of Jack’s mother – Mary Anne Carl (nee Condell) (1843 – 1924) who passed 

away on 19 December 1924 at the age of 81, when Jack was 52. 

C 1929 Hooper family Christmas gathering – Jack (aged 57) with Hooper Family at 11 Testar 
Grove, Caulfield.  

 
Back: Paula Devitt, John Edward Devitt Jr, Beatrice Hooper, Vi Carl nee Hooper, Minnie 
Hooper, Jack Carl, Lily Devitt nee Hooper, Alva Moser, Joyce Devitt; Front:John Rose, 
Hatherley Cherry, Emma Jane Hooper nee Taylor, Lex Devitt, Ruby Moser nee Hooper 
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1931 Residence – Aged 59, John Louis (Jack) Carl lived at 6 Darling Street, Melbourne East, 
Victoria, Australia.  Occupation -’Attndd - possibly related to role as usher or 
commissionaire at His Majesty's theatre in Melbourne 
.  

 
*1932 Marriage of son Del (John Delbridge Carl 1904 - 1984) to Eleanor Betty McDonald 

(1907 to 1903) in New Zealand  

*1934 Birth of Grandson Christopher John Carl in New Zealand  

1936  Residence – Age 64 – Jack still living in Melbourne East, Victoria.  (Electoral rolls) 

1937 Residence – Age 65 – Jack continues to live at 6 Darling Street, East Melbourne. 

*1940 Birth of Granddaughter Penny Carl (married name Penny Carl Nelson) in New 
Zealand.  

1942 John Louis Carl – Age 70 – ‘Commissionaire, His Majesty’s Theatre, Melbourne’, dies 
at Bethesda Hospital in Richmond, Victoria. 

 
*Later 
generation/s 

Son Christopher John Carl marries and has son who marries and has  grandson 
Christopher Carl, who lives in Adelaide.   
(Need to find out more details) 
 
 
 

Contest  
1945 

Crowds queuing outside His Majesty’s Theatre – Jack Carl was employed at His 
Majesty's Theatre, Melbourne, as a commissionaire prior to his death. This photograph, 
taken a few years later, and others on this page of His Majesty's, then later Her 
Majesty's, convey some idea of his work environment 
 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/0dd6d904-4c0c-44cf-9c3d-ee768e539525
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/5ae3e91f-9e70-4113-9cc2-9c765e277104
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https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/20950594/person/1057507300/media/7913d893-c1eb-421b-ab04-00e25fe272fa

