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FREE sites for searching Irish genealogy
Presentation by Elizabeth Kearns to U3A Benalla’s Family Research Group,
Thursday 29 October 2021

Searching for Irish ancestors is very difficult. The records are scrappy and often non-existent due to
illiteracy and political circumstances and religious discrimination.
The only complete census records are for 1901 and 1911.
The British shredded all Irish census’ prior to 1901. Their reason was ‘for the war effort’. There are a
few census results existing prior to 1901 for some areas. but they are insignificant.
In the civil war in 1921/1922 the rebels burnt down the building where records were housed. Most
of the records were destroyed.
Church records exist but they are not complete and are often very basic, impossible to read, or
missing. I know a woman who had a relative who was a parish priest. When he retired, he gave the
parish records to her family. She has told me that as children, they scribbled on them and tore out
pages. They placed no value on them.

TOWNLANDS
A Townland is a small geographical division of land used in Ireland (and the western Isles of
Scotland). It is of Gaelic origin.
Townlands are used extensively in Irish genealogy. Lists of townlands for each of Ireland’s 32
counties can be accessed on Google.
It is better to search by county rather that by the whole of Ireland.

IRISH CIVIL RECORDS (Free)
Search: www.irishgenealogy.ie
Births:
Marriages:
Deaths:

1864 – 1920.
1845 – 1945
1971 – 1970.

You will need to
•

know the Civil Registration Districts. There are lists of Civil Reg. Districts for each of Irelands
32 counties, free online. Often a Civil Registration District overlaps country borders.

•

be aware surnames may be spelled in various ways.

•

be aware that dates are often incorrect. You may find that a child was baptised months
before the recorded date of their birth. The law was that a child had to be registered within
a certain time frame but if the parents didn’t get to town to do it, they advanced the birth
date by a few months.
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In the church records my mother’s birth date as 15 July 1915 but in the civil records it is 16
November 1915. It wasn’t as if she was the first child and may have been illegitimate. She
was the 8th of 14 children.
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As an example, I have used my maternal grandfathers civil record of his marriage.
•

https://www.irishgenealogy.ie

•

Click ‘search’

•

Solve a Captcha – just click on ‘I’m not a robot’.

•

Enter your given name and surname.

•

Tick the box and submit.

•

Access is immediate.

A list of names will come up but ignore them. Scroll down the left side until you reach the place to
enter ancestor’s details.
NAMES
First:

John

Last:

Dolan

District:

Athlone

Years:

1860 - 1901

Birth, Marriage or Death: Tick the box for the event you are searching for. I ticked the Marriage box.
Then click SEARCH.
It brought a list of 71 names but many of them were not for just John Dolan but for people whose
mother was a Dolan. (Reducing the number of years, I searched would have been better.)
Among the list were the second and third marriages of my Great Grandfather, who was also a John
Dolan, as well as my grandfather’s marriage. They were easy to find because the names of their
brides were listed.
Once I had the date of my great grandfathers second marriage, from which my line descended I
could search all the John Dolans born after that date, unless of course my grandfather was born
before his parent’s marriage.
I went back to the page and entered the date from his parent’s marriage to a later date. That
reduced the number of entries. When I saw a possible John Dolan, I clicked on his name

DOCUMENT 2: Irish Civil Records – Marriage Results for John Dolan (next page)
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Then on the next page click on the word ‘image’ underneath.
DOCUMENT 3: Marriage Results by District

I found him! He was born two years after his parents married.
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PRINTOUT 4A – Birth Record
John Dolan’s birth record: Date of birth, home place of residence, fathers name, other’s maiden
name, father’s occupation, date when registered.
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DOCUMENT 4B - Shows details of John Dolan’s marriage to Catherine Connaughton
Date of marriage, name of spouse, occupation, where they live, both father’s names and their
occupations, church where they were married, witness names and the name of the priest who
married them.
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CHURCH RECORDS
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH RECORDS (Free)
Search: National Library of Ireland
•
•
•
•
•

Click on Catholic Parish Registers at the NLI.
Enter the parish (Roman Catholic parish). In this case I entered the parish of TRIM
Scroll down and click on the map of Ireland to bring up the parishes in each county. Parishes
often overlap counties boundaries.
If there is more than one parish with that name entered a list of the Dioceses will appear.
Select the required dioceses and click. In this case I selected the Diocese of MEATH.
The available Microfilms for that parish can then be accessed. Not all births, marriages and
deaths are available. In this case I searched for the birth of ….. which appears …..down
first/second page of the Parish Record.

DOCUMENTS 5 AND 6: RC Church Records search by Diocese and Parish
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In some parishes the given names are recorded in Latin. Translations are available when searched on
Google.
Most Roman Catholic parishes did not start keeping records until after Catholic Emancipation in
1828. Some parishes have scrappy records prior to that date, but it was illegal for Catholic parishes
to keep records.
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CENSUS - 1901 and 1911 Census (Free)
Search: National Archives: Census of Ireland 1901/1911
1. “Search the Census records of Ireland 1901/1911” – It automatically comes up 1911. It will
need to be changed it to 1901 if that is the year required. Note that you will probably find
huge discrepancies between the 1901 census and the 1911 census. This was because the Age
pension came into effect and people upped their age to qualify for it.
There are fields to enter the surname, forename, county, townland and DED (District
electoral division) of the record you are searching. If only the surname & county are known a
fairly large number of names appear. (Depending on the name in a particular county. There
were 155 Kearns in Co. Wicklow in 1911. When I added John it was reduced to 12.).
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2. When you click on a name it will bring up all the people in the household. The click the box
on the top right of the page to expand it will give further information. (Ages, birthplace,
occupations, literacy, relation to head of household, marital status, for women the number
of years married, the number of children born and the number of children still living.
3. Underneath the names are links to other forms.
•
Household Return – will bring up the actual form filled in on the night of the census.
•
Enumerators abstract forms – gives collated information on the number of male and
females and their religion in each household together with the District Electoral
Division, Poor Law Union, Barony, (Civil) Parish, Town/village/townland.
•
House and Building Return – information on whether the building is a public house,
shop, or private dwelling. The number of outhouses. The construction of the wall and
roof. The number of rooms and windows in the front of the building. Class of house 1st,
2nd, 3rd. The name of the head of the family. Number of rooms occupied by each family,
if more that one and the total number in each family.
DOCUMENT 8 – House and Building Return

Outhouses and farm steadings Return – stable, coach house, harness room, barn, cow house,
piggery, fowl house, potato house, turf house, forge, laundry, workshop.

GRIFFITH’S VALUATION
Search: www.askaboutireland.ie/griffiths-valuation
Griffith’s Valuation was carried out between 1848 and 1864 to determine liability to pay for the poor
and destitute within each Poor Law Union.
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Griffith’s Valuation gives the names of the occupiers, the lessor or landlord’s name, the area of the
land (acres, roods, & perch), if there is a house and outbuildings, the rateable valuation of the land
and the rateable valuation of the buildings.
Step 1 is mandatory
- Enter a family name of the person you are researching.
Step 2 is optional.
- Enter first name or County, Barony, Poor law Union or Civil Parish.
- Clicking the down arrow on the county will give you a list of all the counties in Ireland.
- Select the county you want.
- Click “Search”.
- The “Details” column gives a short record of GV record information. –

DOCUMENT 9 – Griffiths Valuation 1854 – Record Information

-

“Original page” column has all the occupiers of the individual townlands.

DOCUMENT 10: Griffith’s Valuations – Valuation of Tenements
On the extreme left of the names of the occupiers of each townland there are numbers and letters
of reference. These will show the site of each landholding and building and the boundaries of each
occupier’s land. It is difficult to find the townlands on the maps as the letters in the townlands’
names are spread out. However, it is interesting to see the actual land where an ancestor lived.
Please note: the Valuation of Documents Record can be enlarged on the web to make it easier to
read. The line of the record in which the person searched for (in this case John Dolan) appears is
listed at the bottom of the table – in this case – ‘The record you clicked is 7 lines from the top’.
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“Map Views” has the original maps hand drawn at the time of the valuation of the townlands. See
above comment.
This site can also be searched by entering a place name. You will need to go to the top of the page
and change the search criteria.
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IRISH TITHE APPLOTMENT BOOKS 1823 – 1837 (free)
Search: Irish National Archives
These were handwritten books compiled between 1823 and 1837 to determine the amount of tithes
occupiers of agricultural holdings had to pay the Church of Ireland, the established protestant church
until 1869. The format is sometimes different from area to area.
They only give the names of the title holders.
To Search:
Surname
Townland
County
Parish (civil):
Townland
Clicking
“Search” brings up a list of names in various townlands if the townland is not included in “search”.
Clicking on a particular person’s name brings up all the occupiers of the townland where the person
lives.
It also gives the total amount of land each occupier had and the rate of tithes he had to pay.
DOCUMENTS 11 and 12 - Tithe Applotment Books
These are both pages from the Tithe Applotment Books, which vary from district to district. In
Document 11 the first name on the list, James Dolan of Coarsepark, was my GG grandfather. He
shared 47 acres, 2 roods and 25 perch with two other tenants who were most likely his brother and
father-in-law, as his wife was Bridget Dunning.
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CALENDARS OF WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS 1858 – 1922 (Free
search)
In Civil Records.

TOWNLANDS, CIVIL PARISHES, BARONIES, POOR LAW UNIONS,
DED’s (District Electoral Divisions)
Google search:
For Example: Co. Wicklow:
7 Baronies
59 Civil Parishes
1,256 Townlands.

OTHER CIVIL RECORDS
The RC Registers of Baptisms and Marriage up to 1880.
Ireland – Australia data base
Women in the 20th century Ireland 1922 – 1966.
Soldiers’ Wills
Calendars of Wills
Bureau of military history
Military Services collection
Ellis Island Records (USA)
Castle Garden Records
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OTHER SITES:
www.familysearch.org
https://www.findmypast.ie
https://www.ancestry.com.au
https://www.rootsireland.ie
•
•

findmypast.ie and rootsireland.ie have transcribed catholic parish records. You can search
records free on findmypast.ie, as long as you have an account.
You need to subscribe to search them on rootsireland.ie They also have Church of Ireland
records.k

There is an Irish genealogy site on Facebook—it’s a private group so you will need to join - go to
https://m.facebook.com/groups/402752829736679/permalink/6806791719332726/ . The
members are very helpful in finding information when people request help.

Notes –

