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The smart home assistant race has been building to a fever pitch over the course of the last
couple of years. Things really came to head this past two weeks, when Amazon, Google
and Sonos all held big events highlighting their latest smart speaker plays, making the
already busy field a heck of a lot more crowded.

The burgeoning category can be a tough one to navigate. A lot of picking the right speaker
for your own needs comes down to your assistant of choice — that, in turn, has a lot to do
with both feature sets and your own mobile operating system loyalties. Each has benefits
and drawbacks — Amazon has cornered the home, Apple has done a good job in mobile
and Google has straddled the two better than anyone else. And Microsoft, well, a lot of
people own Windows computers, at least.

Things can be equally complex from a hardware standpoint, between first-party products
and the increasing presence of third-parties like Sony, Sonos and JBL. Devices also run a
pretty wide price gamut, from ~$50 to $300. Some focus on premium sound, some feature
screens, and some even let you choose between multiple assistants.

Here’s a quick break down to help make navigating these waters seem a bit less
treacherous.
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