Writing Workshop topic review, including upcoming topics for October
It’s reaching the end of the year and we have already covered quite a range of topics – they are listed here just in case you want to complete one you may have missed:
February – (last year’s members shared ‘How I came here’ or ‘What I was wearing’)  March – ‘Heartbreak’

April – ‘My Other Life’  May – ‘Shaped by Childhood’  June – ‘Faking It’   July – ‘Advice’
August –'Experiences of the Unexplained' - Have you ever had a brush with the spiritual world, a stay in a haunted house, a moment of psychic synergy? Make us shiver in our boots with your story of an otherworldly encounter. Tell us the story as it happened, and how you see it now. 
September –* ‘It happened in Vegas’   Spill the beans on something from one of your holidays, something that just doesn’t happen in every day life.  Ideas that could help to get you moving – look at photo albums, emails, letters, even Facebook – get yourself reminders of holidays and the events that happened on them, then describe one of those holiday moments in detail. 
October (just released)—‘Dear Unfinished Business’  Tell us about something you want to get off your chest. A grudge you’ve carried. A life you might have led. A letter to a beloved living or dead. A project, wish or dream left dangling precariously.How did your business become unfinished in the first place? Why did you decide on one course of action over another? How did that feel? When did it surface and why? What did you do, or would like to do, to finish it off once and for all?  Give your unfinished business or life the lungs to sing or cry or laugh. Stop it from piling up and spilling over into everyday life in insidious or comical ways. Who knows the freedom that might ensue.
Our new ‘alternative’ topic is the 'The Sky's the Limit', the topic for the Benalla Festival Writing Competition.  The competition’s word limit is 800 words, however 500 words is fine for class.  Here is the brief: 

"As part of the 2016 Benalla Festival, budding writers in Benalla Rural City are invited to enter a poem or a piece of prose on the topic ‘The Sky is the limit!’ This topic is based on this year’s Benalla Festival theme which celebrates Benalla’s long association with aviation. Your piece might be: 
· a bird’s eye view of our beautiful part of North East Victoria. n about gliding in Benalla and the World Gliding Championships. 
· about our fascination with all forms of flight. 
· about the future possibilities with space travel. 
· about a time when you or someone else excelled at school, work or on the sporting arena. 
· about a time when your achievements exceeded expectations. 
· about someone who inspires you or has inspired you to always do your best. (This might be your mum, dad, grandparent, next door neighbour, teacher or sporting coach). 
· about organisations that help create a better community.
The possibilities are unlimited. The sky really is the limit!
Alternative topics --- ‘Grandparents’   ‘The Year that made me’  ‘Why I eg. became a ...... ‘    ‘ Interesting ..... I have known’  

At about this time last year we tested ourselves out with two different genres (in around 500 words) - a bedtime story for children set in the Benalla region and/or  a stand up comedy set.   It seems a good time to test ourselves out in this way again - either with a topic which comes to mind, or perhaps using one of the topics from this year.  'Experiences of the Unexplained' and 'The Sky is the Limit' could suit both a bed time story and a stand up comedy set, and 'What happened in Vegas' would suit a stand up comedy set.   
PS – don’t forget to send Bev completed stories you are happy to add to your page on our website.
